
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

2012-2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
Acknowledgments  

 
 

City Commission 
Mark Nickita, Mayor  
George Dilgard, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Rackeline J. Hoff, Commissioner 
Tom McDaniel, Commissioner 
Scott D. Moore, Commissioner 
Gordon L. Rinschler, Commissioner 
Stuart Lee Sherman, Commissioner 
 
City Administration 
Robert J. Bruner, Jr., City Manager 
Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
Jeff Bremer, Assistant Director of Public Services 
Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
 
Parks and Recreation Board 
Therese Longe, Chair 
Art Stevens, Vice Chair 
Dan Boorstein 
Ross Kaplan 
John Meehan 
Keith Vosburgh 
Bill Wiebrecht 
 
Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee 
Dan Boorstein, Parks and Recreation Board 
Art Stevens, Parks and Recreation Board 
Keith Vosburgh, Parks and Recreation Board 
Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
Jeff Bremer, Assistant Director of Public Services 
Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 
Leah Groya, Wade Trim 
 
 
Public  
Hearing:  Tuesday, September 13, 2011 
 
Adopted by  
City Commission: Monday, November 28, 2011  
 
 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 

  Chapter One: Preface                              1 
   Purpose of Plan 
   Planning Process 
 

Chapter Two: Community Profile            4 
 Populations/Households 

Demographics 
 Housing 
 Recreation 
 Leisure Activity Pass 
 Plan Focus 
  
Chapter Three: Recreation Inventory  11 
 Public Recreation 

Recreation Inventory Map 
Recreation Inventory Table 
 Mini Parks 
 Neighborhood Parks 
 Community Parks 
Public School Facilities 

 Private School Facilities 
 Private Recreation 

Birmingham Recreation Programs/Events 
 Opportunities Outside Birmingham 
 Playground Safety Inspection 
 Barrier - Free Accessibility 
 Barrier – Free Public Transportation 
 City of Birmingham Recreation Grant History 

 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 

Chapter Four: Administrative Structure 31 
Department of Public Services  
Department of Public Services Administrative Structure 
Park-Improvement Plan 
Budget Analysis 

 Community Activities 
 Lincoln Hills Golf Course 
 Ice Sports Arena 
 Parks and Recreation 

Property Maintenance 
Springdale Golf Course 
City Commission Goals 
Parks and Recreation Board 
Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee   

  
  Chapter Five: Related Initiatives  40 
 Barnum Park Master Plan  
 Birmingham Museum Strategic Plan -2008 
 Oakland County Trails Master Plan 

The Rouge Green Corridor 
Birmingham Urban Habitat Garden 
 

Chapter Six: Basis for Action   44 
Recreation Trends 
Ten-Year History of Sports Participation  
2008 Participation for Michigan 
2009 Participation –Ranked by Total Participation 
City of Birmingham Participation Data  
Comparison to National Standards 
National Planning Averages 
Parkland Acreage and Services Area Standards 
Park Land Analysis and Service Areas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Chapter Seven: Action Plan    52 
 Public Workshop Summary  

Goals and Objectives 
 System Wide Recommendation 

Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan  
 

 
Appendix A: 
 Public Workshop Summary 
 Public Comments Via E-mails Received 
 
Appendix B:  

Household Size By Block Group 
Median Age By Block Group 
Population Density By Block Group 
Recreation Inventory 
Quarter-Mile Park Service Areas 

 
Appendix C: 

Oak Routes “Oakland County” 
Rouge River Trail Corridor Master Plan 
Rouge River Trails 

 
Appendix D: 

Notice of Public Workshop 
Public Hearing 
Notices for Public Review 
Copy of Minutes of Adoption 
Newspaper Articles 
Public Hearing Notices 
Resolutions of Adoption 

 
Appendix E: 

   Letters Of Transmittal 
   MDNR Checklist 

 
 



City of Birmingham  
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2011-2016 Page 1 

CHAPTER ONE:   
Preface 

 
PURPOSE OF PLAN 
Birmingham residents have come to expect and enjoy a wide range of recreation programs and park facilities.  
Yet, in order to maintain and enhance the quality of life for community residents, the Department of Public 
Services with the support of the city, must continue to play a proactive role in the delivery of recreation, parks 
and other leisure services. 
 
The City of Birmingham has developed two Parks and Recreation Master Plan’s in the past one which was 
adopted in 2002 and the second plan was adopted in 2006.  During the adopted 2006 - 2011 Recreation 
Master Plan, the following improvements occurred: 
 

• Barnum Park Reconstruction 
• Booth Park Reconstruction 
• Crestview Tennis Court Reconstruction, Spring 2006 
• Designated off-leash dog area at Lincoln Hills Golf Course 
• Installation of Bike Racks – various locations 
• Installation of Drinking Fountains –various locations 
• Lincoln Well Site Tennis Court Reconstruction, Fall 2010 
• Pembroke Tennis Court Reconstruction, Spring 2009 
• Quarton Lake Reconstruction  
• Reconstruction of Lincoln Hills Clubhouse & Parking Lot 
• Repairs to Poppleton and Quarton Tennis Courts, Fall 2010 
• Rouge River Trail Improvements 
• Shain Park Reconstruction 

 
A Master Plan is intended to serve as a guide in the planning for future recreation opportunities, services and 
implementation.  New development and changing attitudes towards leisure have added pressure to the city’s 
existing parks and recreation system, thus increasing the need for both short and long range planning.  To 
meet these emerging needs, the city is taking a proactive approach and updating the Master Plan to determine 
the community’s future priorities and how to accomplish them. 

 

PLANNING PROCESS 
The City of Birmingham Department of Public Services directed the update of the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan with assistance from Wade Trim a private consulting firm.  At the November 9, 2010 Parks and 
Recreation Board meeting the Master Sub-Committee was formed.  Members  included: 

• Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
• Jeff Bremer, Assistant Director of Public Services 
• Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
• Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 
• Dan Boorstein, Parks and Recreation Board 
• Art Stevens, Parks and Recreation Board 
• Keith Vosburgh, Parks and Recreation Board 
• Leah M.Groya, Wade Trim Consultant   
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Preface 
 

Citizen input and action played a critical role in the development of the plan. As a result, recommendations 
described within the action plan reflect the needs and ideas of those who use Birmingham’s Parks and 
Recreation facilities.   The Public Services staff met with the consultants to finalize the project components and 
timeline.  
 
The process used to generate the Plan consisted of six stages and tasks: 

• Community Profile 
• Recreation Inventory 
• Analysis 
• Action Program 
• Plan Completion and Adoption 

 
Task 1: Community Profile.  The first task was to obtain a description of Birmingham’s physical and social 
features. These features include location, land use, natural features, a description of the area’s transportation 
network, population features including the age/sex distribution, people with physical disabilities, types of 
households, employment and income. 
 
Task 2: Recreation Inventory. The recreation inventory included site visits and written descriptions of 
recreation facilities in Birmingham including public parks, schools, churches and private facilities. The 
Recreation Inventory includes the acreage, accessibility assessment, types of equipment, outdoor/indoor 
facilities, a list of public/private school facilities and private Recreation Facilities. A list of neighboring 
communities’ facilities, State Parks and Oakland County Parks within a short distance of Birmingham was also 
summarized. 
 
Task 3: Public Participation.  Birmingham’s Department of Public Services hosted 
a public workshop on Tuesday, February 15, 2011 to gain input from the general public. In addition, the draft 
plan was available for public review prior to a public hearing at the Parks and Recreation Board meeting.  The 
City Commission adopted the Parks and Recreation plan at the October 10, 2011 meeting.  See Appendix B 
for the Public Workshop Summary. 
  
Task 4: Analysis. Based on the data collected from tasks 1 through 3, information 
was analyzed in accordance with national and state standards and guidelines, local 
needs, the experience of staff and consultants, the desires of the residents, and 
potential funding sources. 
 
Task 5: Action Program. Upon completion of the analysis, goals and objectives 
were determined to provide the framework for the Action Plan. The delineation of these improvements will aid 
the Parks and Recreation Board in the grant application process with the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) and annual and on-going capital improvement budgeting.   
 
The City of Birmingham administration will reference the plan and make appropriate priority adjustments as 
conditions change and funding opportunities arise.  This Recreation Master Plan offers a guide and framework 
for decision making as budgets and improvements are considered over the next five years.   
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Preface 
 
Task 6: Plan Completion and Adoption.  Once consensus was reached among the Master Plan Sub-
Committee, a public hearing was held to present the plan and to solicit additional public input prior to adoption. 
The plan was available for public review for thirty days prior to adoption. Based on public comments, the plan 
was revised and the document was adopted by both the Parks and Recreation Board and the City 
Commission.   See Appendix C for adoption documentation. 
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CHAPTER TWO:   
Community Profile  

 
The Community Profile is a picture of the various physical and socioeconomic characteristics of the City of 
Birmingham.  This information provides valuable insight into determining future parks and recreation facility 
development and programming needs for the community. 
 
The City of Birmingham is a vibrant community with a population of 20,103 based on information gathered from 
2010 Census however only limited 2010 data was available at the time of publishing.  The city is located in 
southeast Oakland County and is bordered by five communities, Bloomfield Hills, Bloomfield Township, 
Beverly Hills, Royal Oak, and Troy. Birmingham incorporated as a city in 1933 and its long history dates from 
1819. Throughout its past, Birmingham has enjoyed a high level of citizen involvement which has contributed 
to the high quality of life in the community. 
 
Birmingham covers 4.8 square miles and is centrally located between the Cities of Detroit and Pontiac.  
Woodward Avenue serves as a major artery through two miles of the city, running in a southeast to northwest 
direction from 14 Mile Road to Big Beaver Road (16 Mile). The city is fairly accessible within Metropolitan 
Detroit via three major routes: US-24 located approximately 1-¾ miles to the west, I-696 four miles to the 
south, and I-75 approximately four miles east. 
 
A welcoming community, Birmingham maintains its small town feel while offering the recreational and cultural 
advantages of an urban area just 30 minutes north of downtown Detroit. Birmingham's thriving pedestrian-
friendly downtown includes restaurants, movie theaters, art and antique galleries, retailers, and also serves as 
a center for real estate, accounting, finance, insurance, legal, and other services. 
 
POPULATIONS/HOUSEHOLDS 

Population and 
Households 

Census 
2000 

Census 
2010 

Change 
2000-2010 

Pct Change 
2000-2010  

SEMCOG 
2035 

 

Total Population 19,291 20,103 812 4.2% 21,362 
            Housing Units 9,700 9,979 279 2.9% - 
Households (Occupied Units) 9,131 9,039 -92 -1.0% 10,678 
Residential Vacancy Rate 5.9% 9.4% 3.6% - - 
Average Household Size 2.11 - - - 2.00 

 
                
         

Population Forecast 

  

Note for Birmingham: Incorporated in 1933 from Village of Birmingham. Population numbers prior to 1933 are of 
the village.  
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Community Profile 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

Household Types 

   

 

Household Types        Census 2000        SEMCOG 2035 
Change 

2000-2035 
 

Total Households 9,131 -  10,678  -  1,547 

    With seniors 65+ 1,996 22% 3,801 36% 1,805  

    Without seniors 7,135 78% 6,877 64% -258 

    With children 2,296 25% 2,753 26% 457 
    Without children 6,835 75% 7,925 74% 1,090 
        Two or more Persons 3,363 37% 4,691 44% 1,328 
        Live Alone 3,472 38% 3,234 30% -238 
            Seniors 65+ 922 10% 1,567 15% 645 
            Under 65 2,550 28% 1,667 16% -883 
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Community Profile  
 
 

Age 
Group 

Census 
2000 

SEMCOG 
2035 

Change 
2000-2035 Population by Age Group 

 

  

65+ 2,700 5,308  2,608  
35-64 8,464 7,729  -735  
18-34 4,033 3,988  -45  
5-17 2,763 3,130  367  
Under 5 1,331 1,207  -124  

 

 

Senior and 
Youth Population Census 2000 SEMCOG 2035 

Change 
2000-2035 

 

65 and over 2,700 14.0% 5,308 24.8% 2,608 
Under 18 4,094 21.2% 4,337 20.3% 243 
    5 to 17 2,763 14.3% 3,130 14.7% 367 
    Under 5 1,331 6.9% 1,207 5.7% -124 

 

Note: Population by age changes over time because of the aging of people into older age groups, the movement of 
people, and the occurrence of births and deaths. 

 

Race and Hispanic Origin           Census 2000           Census 2010 

Percentage 
Point Chg 

2000-2010 
 

Non-Hispanic 19,061 98.8% 19,684 97.9% -0.9% 
    White 18,375 95.3% 18,243 90.7% -4.5% 
    Black 168 0.9% 601 3.0% 2.1% 
    Asian 289 1.5% 500 2.5% 1.0% 
    Multi-Racial 181 0.9% 285 1.4% 0.5% 
    Other 48 0.2% 55 0.3% 0.0% 
Hispanic 230 1.2% 419 2.1% 0.9% 

 

Total Population 19,291 100.0% 20,103 100.0% 0.0% 

 

 

Highest Level of Education* 
Census 

2000 

Percentage 
Point Chg 

1990-2000 

  

 

Graduate / Professional Degree 29.6% 5.9% 
Bachelor's Degree 37.6% 1.0% 
Associate Degree 4.6% -0.7% 
Some College, No Degree 16.7% -2.2% 
High School Graduate 8.7% -2.5% 
Did Not Graduate High School 2.8% -1.4% 

 

 * Population age 25 and over 
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Community Profile 
HOUSING  
  Birmingham has a wide variety of housing styles and sizes with consistently rising property values. There are 
few remaining sites on which to build new homes, so developers and homeowners renovate and/or enlarge, or 
raze and rebuild on existing property. The average residential selling price of a single-family home (10/1/2009-
09/30/2010) single-family home was $329,255.    
 
Many Birmingham neighborhoods have active neighborhood associations which work to boost the sense of 
pride neighbors take in owning and caring for their homes.  The number of historic homes and buildings reflect 
the historic character of the city, and the properties are reviewed by the city's Historic District Design and 
Review Commission (HDDRC). The HDDRC and the Birmingham City Commission give yearly Historic 
Preservation Awards to residential and commercial property owners and merchants recognizing their efforts in 
preservation and maintaining historic properties. 
 

Residence 5 Years Ago  
This table represents persons, age 5 and over, living in Birmingham in 2000.  

The table does not represent persons who moved out of Birmingham from 1995-2000. 

 

 
  

Housing Value in 1999 
Census 
2000     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$1,000,000 or more    356   
$500,000 to $999,999 1,353   
$300,000 to $499,999 1,649   
$250,000 to $299,999     560   
$200,000 to $249,999     737   
$175,000 to $199,999     572   
$150,000 to $174,999     401   
$125,000 to $149,999     421   
$100,000 to $124,999     214   
$80,000 to $99,999     107   
$60,000 to $79,999       25   
$40,000 to $59,999       13   
$30,000 to $39,999         0   
$20,000 to $29,999         0   
$10,000 to $19,999         0   
Less than $10,000         0   
 
Specified Owner-Occupied Units 6,408    
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Community Profile 
HOUSING 
 

  

Housing Type Census 
1990 

Census 
2000 

Change 
1990-2000 

 
New Units 
Permitted 

2000-2011 
 

Single Family Detached 7,034 7,060 26 687 
Duplex 250 186 -64 0 
Townhouse / Attached Condo 456 554 98 22 
Multi-Unit Apartment 1,981 1,896 -85 28 

Mobile Home / Manufactured Housing 3 19 16 0 

Other 40 10 -30 - 
 

 
Total 
 

9,764 9,725 -39 737 

Units Demolished - 250 
 

Net (Total Permitted Units - Units Demolished) 487 
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Community Profile 
Recreation 
Opportunities for recreation are available year-round in Birmingham. Twenty-six parks with over 230 acres 
cover more than 10% of the city's total acreage, and the school district also provides recreational facilities. 
Residents can play baseball, softball, and tennis, and enjoy playgrounds and picnic facilities. Two nine-hole 
municipal golf courses offer golf and golf lessons. The Birmingham Racquet Club features indoor courts and a 
waiting area.  Those who enjoy winter sports can sled and cross country ski at Birmingham's Lincoln Hills golf 
course. Indoor ice skating is available at the Ice Sports Arena which provides for open skating, lessons and ice 
hockey group and an outside temporary ice arena at Barnum Park is available to use based on the climate.  
Birmingham’s parks and recreational services extend beyond its residents. The city’s exceptional facilities are 
host to a variety of private organizations and residents of neighboring communities who rely on the recreational 
facilities for their programming needs. In addition, Birmingham’s parks and programmed events, such as In-
The-Park concert series, have become regional destinations.  
 
Leisure Activity Pass 
The leisure activity pass is an identification card that is issued by the City of Birmingham to allow the individual 
identified the privilege of admission to the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, Lincoln Hills Golf Course and Springdale 
Golf Course.  The following persons are eligible for a leisure activity pass: 

A. A “Resident” applicant (and the individual family members of such applicant who live at the 
same residence as the applicant) that lives within, or pays real property taxes to the City of 
Birmingham; or works for, or is a retiree of, the City of Birmingham.  

B. A “Non-Resident” who has an approved application on file has paid a special rate for the 
purchase of a Special Non-Resident Card. 

C. An employee of a Birmingham based business, which has on file an approved copy of the 
“Business Membership Application” (for golf only).  This person must be on the payroll of 
the business and must work primarily in the City of Birmingham or, if the business is a 
Corporation, must be an Officer of the Corporation. 



City of Birmingham   
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2011-2016 Page 10 

Community Profile 
Plan Focus 
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was developed for Birmingham’s Parks and Recreation Board and City 
Administration, to serve as a guide in the planning of future recreation opportunities, services, and 
implementation as well as to provide preliminary estimated costs for  the future services and development. In 
addition, the Plan’s focus includes: 
 

• The maintenance and operation of all public parks and recreational amenities within the city limits. 
 

• The programs are generally run and operated by private associations including Little League Baseball, 
Birmingham-Bloomfield Soccer Association, Birmingham United Soccer, Birmingham Racquet Club, 
Birmingham Figure Skating Club and the Birmingham Hockey Association. Such programs involve 
Birmingham residents and rely on public recreation facilities to service their membership needs. 
 

• The recreation programs operated by the City of Birmingham including golf courses, skate park, junior 
golf, figure and hockey skating lessons, and an adult softball program.  
 

• Public recreation facilities including: parks, trails, baseball/softball fields, soccer areas, tennis courts, 
historic museum, an ice rink, skate park, off-leash dog park, golf courses, and Birmingham Area Senior 
Coordinating Council and Center. 
 

• Various Public/ Private Partnerships  
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CHAPTER THREE: 
Recreation Inventory 

 
Developing a complete inventory of recreation facilities, programs, and events is an essential component of a 
five year Parks and Recreation Master Plan as it provides a base of information to use in developing the Action 
Plan. Understanding what facilities, programs, and events are available to the City of Birmingham residents will 
assist decision-making in the future.  
 
Recreation Inventory Table located on page 24 identifies a complete inventory of the recreation facilities and 
amenities that have been evaluated as part of this plan. The inventory serves as a basis for comparing the 
community to national standards. The Recreation Inventory Table illustrates the parks and recreation facilities 
within the city. 

 
Public Recreation 
Twenty six public facilities, totaling more than 230 acres of land, were inventoried in Birmingham and are 
described on the following pages.  The National Recreation and Park Association provides a recommended 
park classification system which recognizes open space services at differing levels.   These parks are further 
broken down into three categories based on size and function.  
 
These categories (Mini/Neighborhood, Community, and Regional) are suggested by the National Recreation 
and Parks Association and are meant to aid in determining the primary purposes and uses of existing facilities 
within the community. 
 
Park classifications used by the MDNR are defined as follows: 
 
Mini Park: 
General Description:  Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational needs. 
 
Location Criteria:  Less than ¼ mile distance in residential setting. 
 
Size Criteria:   Between 2500 sq. ft. and one acre in size. 
 
Neighborhood Park:   
General Description: Neighborhood park remains the basic unit of the park system and serves as the 

recreational and social focus of the neighborhood.  Focus is on informal active 
and passive recreation. 

 
Location Criteria:  ¼ - ½-mile distance and uninterrupted by non-residential roads  
    and other physical barriers. 
 
Size Criteria:   5 acres is considered minimum size.  5 to 10 acres is optimal. 
 
Community Park:   
General Description:  Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park.  Focus is on 

meeting community-based recreation needs, as well as preserving unique 
landscapes and open spaces. 

 
Location Criteria: Determined by the quality and suitability of the site.  Usually serves two or more 

neighborhoods and ½ to 3 mile distance. 
 
Size Criteria:  As needed to accommodate desired uses:  usually between 30 

 and 50 acres. 
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Recreation Inventory 

 
Mini Parks: 
Mini parks are categorized as small, specialized parks that are usually less than one acre in 
size and serve the needs of residents in the immediate neighborhood. These parks usually 
serve a limited population or specific demographic group.  
 

Baldwin Well Site: 
Baldwin Well Site is located at the corner of Baldwin and West Maple. No amenities are located at this 
site.  

 
Derby Well Site: 
The Derby Well Site, located on the northeast side of the city adjacent to the railroad along Derby 
Road, contains no recreational amenities. 
 
Pump House Park: 
The Pump House Park is located in the southwest portion of the city at Wakefield and Norfolk. There is 
some small play equipment located at this site.  

 
Redding Well Site: 
Redding Well Site is located at the corner of Lakeside Drive and Redding in the northwest portion of the 
city. No amenities are located at this site.  

 
South Well Site:  
The South Well Site, which is broken into two small vacant parcels, is located at Southfield and 
Southlawn in the southwestern portion of the city.  
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Recreation Inventory 
 
Neighborhood Parks: 
Neighborhood parks are typically multi-purpose facilities that serve as the recreational and social focus of a 
neighborhood.  They provide areas for both passive and active recreation activities such as field games, court 
games, playgrounds, picnicking, etc. Neighborhood parks are generally between five and ten acres in size and 
serve residents within one-half mile. The City of Birmingham community contains eleven parks that can be 
classified as Neighborhood Parks  
 

Adams Park: 
Adams Park is located directly adjacent to Roeper School.  In 2006, the City of Birmingham acquired 
the park property adjacent to the Roeper School. As part of the purchase agreement, the city is 
responsible for the maintenance, lawn care and snow removal; and the property must be used as a 
public park so long as the school is operated adjacent to the park. In addition, Roeper will utilize the 
park during the school year for activities currently undertaken by the school on the grounds. Amenities 
include a soccer field, open space, and a play area. 

 
Crestview Park: 
Crestview Park is located near the southern border of 
Birmingham, north of Southlawn between Southfield and 
Shipman Roads. Crestview Park contains open space for 
soccer, two tennis courts renovated in 2006, and playground 
equipment including swings, climbers and a play structure.  
There are also benches, waste receptacles, and a drinking 
fountain within the park. 
 
Howarth Park:  
Howarth Park is located at the intersection of Cummings and 
Emmons Roads in the southern portion of the city. The park 
consists of open space, a baseball field, drinking fountain, 
benches, signage, ADA accessible path to access the park, and 
play equipment with a woodchip surfacing. The play equipment 
includes swings, a climber and a play structure. In 2005, the 
Birmingham Rotary Club was recognized by the Michigan 
Recreation and Parks Association with a community service 
award for their donation and improvements to Howarth Park.  
Improvements included a park bench, drinking fountain, and 
planting of new trees. 
 
Linden Park: 
Linden Park is accessed at the intersection of Linden and 
Brandon, north of Lincoln Road. The park is nestled between 
residential properties and the Rouge River. The park is 
predominately open space with a play structure and woodchip 
surfacing near Brandon Street. A storm-water treatment control 
station with a gravel access road is also located on the east side 
of the park, adjacent to the Rouge River. There is access to a 
Rouge River woodchip trail along the Rouge River via 
Hawthorne Road. Future expansion of the Rouge trail will 
connect the play structure and provide trail access from Brandon 
and Shirley.  
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Recreation Inventory 
Neighborhood Parks (continued): 
 
 

Linn-Smith Park: 
Linn-Smith Park is a small, linear shaped park on the east side of the 
Rouge River. The park consists entirely of open space and is located 
between the Rouge River and Southfield Road. Future expansion of the 
Rouge River corridor includes a bridge connection and a trail that will 
traverse through this park. An entry plaza along Southfield Road and a 
boardwalk located near the proposed bridge will connect Linn-Smith 
Park with Linden Park with the trail system. 

 
 
 
Manor Park: 
Manor Park is an undeveloped nature preserve. The parkland is located off Adams Road in the 
northern portion of the city, south of Big Beaver Road and adjacent to the Canadian National Railroad. 
The park is open during daylight hours and contains a variety of hardwood, ornamental and coniferous 
trees. The park is bordered by a split rail fence along Shepardbush with a gravel off-street parking area. 
Manor Park remains undeveloped open space used for passive recreation.  Manor Park has a short 
chipped trail. 
 
Martha Baldwin Park: 
The Martha Baldwin Park is located on the west side of Southfield Road at the intersection of Southfield 
and Maple Roads. The park consists of open space, mature trees, and a water garden. There is a 
bench and steps leading into the park from Maple. 
 
Pembroke Park: 
Pembroke Park comprises one block on the east side of Birmingham between Eton, Edenborough, 
Windemere and Buckingham. The park includes open space and several pieces of playground 
equipment including swings, slides, climbers, sandboxes, play-structures and rockers installed over a 
woodchip base. The park also contains a Little League baseball field, picnic tables, two tennis courts, a 
soccer area, a hard surface basketball area, drinking fountain, and signage. 
 
Quarton Tennis Court:  
Quarton Tennis Courts are located at the corner of Oak at Glenhurst.  The site includes two tennis 
courts, one trash receptacle and one drinking fountain.  
 
St. James Park: 
St. James Park is located in the southern portion of the city, 
south of Lincoln and directly south of the Birmingham YMCA. 
St. James Park contains open space which is used for a soccer 
area during the summer months. The park also has the city’s 
only regulation-size baseball diamond in addition to two tennis 
courts (improved in 2004), and several pieces of ADA-
compliant play equipment installed over a woodchip surface. 
Also, the park contains a hard surface basketball area, benches 
and trash containers located in the proximity of the play 
equipment.  The City of Birmingham have been in discussion 
on a partnership opportunities as it relates to St. James Park. 
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Recreation Inventory 

Neighborhood Parks (continued): 
 
West Lincoln Well Site: 
The Lincoln Well Site is located on the south side of Lincoln Road  
at Westchester Way. The park contains open space, two tennis courts and play equipment including 
swings, slides, sandbox and rockers.  

 
Community Parks: 
Community parks typically contain a wide variety of recreation facilities to meet the diverse needs of residents 
from the community. Community parks may include areas for intense active recreation as well as passive 
recreation opportunities not commonly found in mini or neighborhood parks. Community parks are generally 
between thirty and fifty acres in size 
and serve residents within a three mile radius. Community parks also include smaller parks 
that are more specialized in nature and are meant to serve the entire community. Ten parks 
in the City of Birmingham are classified as Community parks as follows: 
 

Allen and Hunter House: 
The Allen and Hunter Houses are located in the heart of the 
Historic Park area at the corner of Maple and Southfield 
Roads in downtown Birmingham. The park was established in 
1969 when the voters approved a bond to purchase the Allen 
House and the surrounding 1.67 acres.  The intent at that 
time was to establish a historical museum. At the same time, 
the 1822 John West 
Hunter House was 
given to the city. The 
house was moved to 
the Historic Park in 

July 1970. The City of Birmingham maintains the park and the 
historic structure. On May 19, 2001, the Birmingham Historical 
Museum was opened to collect, preserve and promote 
Birmingham’s heritage. The Birmingham Historical Board is 
responsible for oversight of both the park and museum.  

 
.  
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Recreation Inventory 
 

Community Parks (continued): 
 

Barnum Park: 
Barnum Park is located at Pierce and Frank and includes 
such features as a play structure, softball, soccer fields, a 
crushed stone walking path, garden sanctuary, tree-lined 
promenade and an outdoor ice rink.  
 
Park Construction Phase 1 occurred during the 2009 for a 
total cost of $832,000 paid by Parks and Recreation bond.  
A variety of new trees have been installed in various 
locations throughout the park.  Future improvements may 
include enhancing various natural areas which will include 
adding native grasses and perennials to establish native 
prairie gardens.   

 
Phase 2 design work and improvements are underway and include four features.  These features are 
the sanctuary, heart of the park, play area and overall landscape improvements.   Funding for additional 
improvements will primarily be from donation dollars. 
 
 
Booth Park: 
Booth Park is located at the southwest intersection of Old 
Woodward and Harmon, north of the Rouge River branch.  
Its features include an expansive playscape, a labyrinth and 
tunnel, turf hill/amphitheater, during the winter months an 
area for sledding, rain garden, stabilized stream banks, 
native plantings, a trail connecting to the Rouge River Trail, 
and open green space.  
 
The award-winning park was originally the site of the turn-
of-the-century inter-urban railway system. It was later 
purchased by the Booth family and then donated to the city 
by the Cranbrook Foundation. It is now a beautiful recreational area attracting hundreds of visitors from 
all over southeast Michigan.   
 
In 2007, residents and business owners throughout the community raised more than $170,000 in 
private donations and also participated heavily in the planning of the park. In the span of just one week, 
the playscape structures were built thanks to the helping hands of hundreds of community residents. 

 
 
 
 
 



City of Birmingham   
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2011-2016 Page 17 

Recreation Inventory 
 

Community Parks (continued): 
 
Kenning Park: 
Kenning Park is located in the southeast portion of the city adjacent to Lincoln Road. The site is the 
primary recreation complex in the community and is home to the Ice Sports Arena. Outdoor facilities at 
Kenning Park include three Little League baseball diamonds and one softball diamond, four tennis 
courts, open space and playground equipment with an ADA accessible path leading from the parking 
area to the playground.   
  
In 2004, a skate park was installed on the east side of the arena. 
The skate park was designed by skaters. The city has also 
negotiated a long-term lease for the Racquet Club at Kenning 
Park. The contractor provides two tennis bubbles which cover six 
courts during the winter months. These bubbles meet the demand 
for year-round tennis opportunities for area residents. Inside the 
racquet club are locker rooms, a pro shop, and children’s nursery. 
Adult and junior lessons, tennis leagues, club mixers, and court 
time for individual play are part of the 32-week indoor season. 
Birmingham residents pay a reduced membership fee.  
 
 
Ice Sports Arena: 
As was described above, the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena is located on the Kenning Park property in 
the southeast portion of the city. The indoor arena contains a regulation sized ice rink with bleacher 
seating for 920 spectators.  A smaller, studio arena is used for lessons and skate parties within the 
complex.  The arena has a contracted pro shop.  
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Recreation Inventory 
 

Community Parks (continued): 
 
Lincoln Hills Golf Course: 
The nine-hole municipal Lincoln Hills Golf Course, 57.13 acres is located in the southwest portion of the 
city off 14 Mile Road. A storm-water treatment control station is located inside the golf course off of 
Cranbrook Rd.  Lincoln Hills is one of two municipal golf courses in the city. The terrain is rolling which 
challenges golfer skills. The course was recently renovated and the irrigation system was upgraded. 
These improvements have made Lincoln Hills one of the top Municipal, nine-hole golf courses in the 
Detroit Metropolitan area. The par for men and women is 35, and the course ranges from 3,023 yards 
from the blue tees to 2,336 yards from the red tees. Course offerings include a PGA golf pro, youth and 
adult lessons, golf handicap services, golf education center and league play.  
 
Some of the amenities offered are: electric golf car and pull-cart rentals; lessons; rental clubs; and 
snack bar services.  Membership is offered to Birmingham residents, property tax payers, employees of 
Birmingham-based businesses and nonresidents. A Leisure Activity Pass must be purchased for 
course membership. Members may bring a maximum of three guests at the established guest rate. Golf 
is available to the general public in the early part and later part of the golf season. Lincoln Hills is also 
made available for winter activities including sledding and cross country skiing. The clubhouse may be 
rented for a nominal charge for winter outings. During the Fourth of July holiday, a public fireworks 
display.  In fall 2010, an off-leash dog area was re-established at Lincoln Hills Golf Course. The city has 
installed fencing, signage, waste receptacles, and a dog waste bag dispenser for the designated dog 
park area. 

 
Poppleton Park: 
Poppleton Park comprises a significant piece of property in the northern portion of the city, east of 
Woodward Avenue. The park is accessed from Oxford and Rivenoak Roads, both of which are 
residential streets. The north end of Poppleton Park contains several pieces of play equipment 
including swings, climbers, sandboxes, and playscapes. There are also benches and trash containers 
in this area as well as considerable open space. Poppleton Park also contains a softball field with a 
crusher dust infield, grassy outfield, warning track, homerun fence and bleachers. A paved parking lot is 
located at the end of Rivenoak Road.  A drinking fountain is located between the parking lot and 
baseball field. The park also has two tennis courts which were rebuilt in 2000. 
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Recreation Inventory 
 

Community Parks (continued): 
 
Quarton Lake: 
Quarton Lake, located on the city’s west side, is fed by the 
Rouge River. The Quarton Lake Park surrounds the lake 
almost entirely and provides passive recreation areas for 
the public. In the fall of 2005, improvements to the park 
were completed. This restoration project included: dredging 
of sediment, removal of invasive species, shoreline 
stabilization, creation of a fish habitat, and an assessment 
of the tributary stream corridor. Restoration activities were 
coordinated with improvements to the adjacent park. Park 
improvements included the clean-up and beautification of 
the historic park, improvements to the water quality of the 
lake, and the extension of several pathways and parking 
areas to improve accessibility. Park improvements also 
included landscaping and structural enhancements creating 
several overlook viewing areas, installing a footbridge over 
the water just below the dam, addition of a new fishing pier, and an improved pathway system 
throughout the park. 

 
Shain Park: 
Shain Park (located on Merrill Street in downtown Birmingham) 
which is considered the heart of the City.  It recently underwent 
extensive renovations which were completed in 2010.  Features 
include a plaza fountain with granite décor, a band shell, a new 
children’s play area, granite paved Merrill Street with the Marshall 
Fredericks statue in the center of the park, a performance stage 
area with open lawn space for large audiences, and a 
reconstructed parking lot.  

 
Springdale Park and Golf Course: 
The Springdale Park and Golf Course, 45.03 acres, is located at the northeast corner of the city, north 
of Big Beaver Road with access from Strathmore Road. Springdale was originally built in 1929 and is 
the shorter of the two municipal golf courses. The park was obtained in 1934 in a settlement agreement 
with Bloomfield Township and Bloomfield Hills.  Renovations to the course in 2000/2001 have made 
Springdale a picturesque, challenging nine-hole golf course. New greens, tees and bunkers, coupled 
with stream bank restoration of the Rouge River have greatly reduced erosion and aesthetically 
enhanced the course. 
 
The par for men and women is 34, and the course yardage from the blue tees is 2,732 yards and 2,196 
from the red tees. The clubhouse offers power carts, pull carts, concessions and league play. 
Membership is offered to Birmingham residents, property tax payers, employees of Birmingham-based 
businesses and nonresidents. A Leisure Activity Pass must be purchased for course membership. 
Members may bring a maximum of three guests at the established guest rate. Golf is available to the 
general public in the early part and later part of the golf season. The park portion of the property is 
located at the north end of the property. There is a paved drive and parking area, large pavilion with 
tables and benches, ADA compliant playground equipment with woodchip surfacing, grills, a drinking 
fountain, and open space. Park-goers have access to the clubhouse restrooms while using the park 
facilities. The pavilion is available for group rentals.  
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Public School Facilities 
The City of Birmingham maintains a working relationship with the Birmingham Public School District. As is 
detailed in the next chapter, the school district provides much of the recreation programming through the 
Community Education Program. The city and schools maintain communication for use of city and school 
facilities with an informal policy for scheduling. 
 
A total of five public school properties were inventoried for available recreation facilities. While school facilities 
are not accessible at all times and are not maintained or upgraded by the City of Birmingham, they do play an 
important role in the provision of recreation opportunities 
and facilities to residents. 
 

Derby Middle School: 
Derby Middle School is located in the northeast portion of the city between Adams Road and the 
Canadian National Railroad. The school is located on a large piece of property which includes a 
practice football field, two soccer fields, a regulation-size baseball field and a football field with goal 
posts. The school site also has three basketball hoops and a partial asphalt path leading past the 
baseball field near the railroad tracks. The school also has an indoor pool. 
 
Midvale Center:        
The Midvale Center is located adjacent to the Seaholm High School property along Midvale Street. 
The center includes the Birmingham Area Seniors Coordinating Council and Center (BASCC) and the 
BPS Early Childhood Center. There are swings, a play structure, tot lot structure and baseball field on 
the west side of the Center.  

 
Pierce School: 
Pierce School is located near the southern border of the city, east of Pierce Road. The site contains two 
basketball hoops, a baseball field, two soccer field, and play equipment including swings, three play 
structures, climbers, etc. 
 
Quarton School: 
The Quarton School is located near the western border of the city, off Oak Street. The school property 
includes a practice soccer field, baseball fields, four basketball hoops, and play equipment including 
swings, climbers and two play structures. On a city-owned parcel adjacent to the school sits two tennis 
courts, a bench, trash receptacle and a drinking fountain. 

 
Seaholm High School: 
Birmingham Seaholm High School is located on the western edge of the city, north of Lincoln Road. 
The high school property includes seven tennis courts and a football/soccer stadium with lights, a press 
box, scoreboard and bleachers, a baseball and softball field with bleachers as well as open areas for 
practice fields. The high school has an indoor pool, outdoor track and a climbing high rope course. The 
property is also the location of the Birmingham Community Education Department. 
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Recreation Inventory 
Private School Facilities 
There are four private schools within the city boundaries including: 

Eton Academy: 
Eton Academy is located in the southeast portion of the city, adjacent to Melton Road, south of Kenning 
Park.  The Academy has one soccer field, benches and a small open area with swings and a 
playscape. 

 
Holy Name Catholic School: 
Holy Name Catholic School is located north of Pine Street, west of Old Woodward Avenue. The school 
has a small playscape. 

 
Our Shepherd Lutheran: 
Our Shepherd Lutheran School is located in the southeast portion of the city, south of Lincoln Road. 
The property includes a practice softball diamond, a soccer field, indoor gym, open space and play 
equipment. 
 
Roeper School: 
Roeper School is located in the northeast portion of the city, north of Maple Road.  The school is 
adjacent to Adams Park.  The property includes a soccer field, basketball courts, open space, and a 
play area. 
 

Private Recreation 
Recreation facilities which are not owned or operated by the City of Birmingham or the Public School District 
were also inventoried due to their relevance in the provision of recreational opportunities to Birmingham 
residents. 
 

Birmingham/Bloomfield Art Center: 
The Birmingham/Bloomfield Art Center is located in the southwest portion of the city, west of Cranbrook 
Road, adjacent to the Lincoln Hills Golf Course. The non-profit Art Center offers over 500 high-quality 
art classes and workshops annually for students of all ages and abilities. The Center also holds a 
children’s art camp, changing exhibitions and competitions, works of fine art for purchase or rental and 
a student pottery sale. The annual Birmingham Fine Arts Festival is held each year in May.  A Gallery 
Shop is located in the Center, providing an opportunity to purchase high quality fine works of art by 
regional and national artists. 
 
First United Methodist Church: 
The Christian Life Center, located on Maple, west of Southfield. The center offers a wide range of 
physical, social and spiritual enrichment activities that can be integrated through recreation, education 
and fellowship and serves all ages. 
 
Forest Hills Swim Club: 
Forest Hills Swim Club, located directly east of Kenning Park, is a private swim club in Birmingham that 
is open from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
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Recreation Inventory 

Private Recreation (continued) 
The Community House: 
On January 5, 1921, a small group of women officially committed themselves to the concept that "a 
house big enough for dances, mass meetings, concerts and plays" was needed in the community, and 
they pledged to raise funds to establish such a center.  In April 1923, they rented a small house on the 
corner of Bates and Maple, officially establishing the first Community House. 

When the community recognized the need for a larger establishment, a campaign was initiated and on 
April 28, 1930, The Community House on Bates Street opened to the public. The original structure 
covered the area from Townsend Street on the south to the middle of the block, where the center 
chimney is now, on the north. The rest of the building (from the center chimney to Merrill Street) was 
added in October 1990. 

In its more than 90 years of existence, and in spite of overwhelming changes in our society, The 
Community House has stayed true to its mission of building a strong community. People of all ages and 
interests continue to be served by the many and varied programs and services offered by The 
Community House. 

YMCA: 
The Birmingham YMCA is located adjacent to Lincoln Road, west of Woodward and directly north of St. 
James Park. The YMCA offers classes, programs and activities for all ages, that are detailed in the 
‘programs’ portion of this chapter.  The YMCA has gymnasiums, swimming pools, weight rooms, 
exercise rooms and a variety of individual meeting rooms. 

 

Birmingham Recreation Programs & Events 
An understanding of the programs and events which are currently offered by the City of Birmingham as 
well as programs offered by other entities within the city will help identify programming needs and avoid 
the duplication of services. 
 
Birmingham Area Seniors Coordinating Council and Center (BASCC): 
The Birmingham Area Seniors Coordinating Council and Center (BASCC) is a non-profit tax-exempt 
organization providing services to persons 55 and older in the Birmingham School District and 
surrounding communities.  The Senior Center is located within the Midvale Center with membership 
costs varying. BASCC offers such services as activities and travel programs, meal programs, medical 
equipment for loan, housing information, support groups, transportation and information and referrals.  
BASCC publishes a newsletter highlighting activities, classes, information and opportunities such as 
new tax laws, holiday parties, computer classes, aerobics, golf and bowling leagues, card games  and 
support groups. 
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City of Birmingham Golf Courses: 
The Junior Golf Program is available for children between the ages of 7 and 14 during the summer school 
break. The program teaches golf fundamentals and offers golf on the 
Course.  Adult golf leagues are a staple at both golf courses during the week. 
 
City of Birmingham Ice Sports Arena: 
Programs offered through the City of Birmingham at the Ice Sports Arena include skating lessons for beginners 
to freestyle, an annual ice show, group parties, parents and tots skating and hockey, and adult hockey. Open 
skating is available on various days and times. 
 
City of Birmingham In-the-Park Summer Concerts: 
“In-the-Park” concerts are offered Wednesday evenings in Shain Park from June to mid August.  The event 
highlights a wide variety of musical talents from the surrounding areas. 
 
YMCA: 
The YMCA offers many programs and activities for all ages. Membership fees vary. Some of the classes and 
activities offered include: 
• Babysitting   • Dance   • Day camps 
• Drivers education  • Fitness screening  • Gymnastics 
• In-line hockey  • Kickboxing   • Massage therapy 
• Open swim   • Parties and events  • Preschool programs 
• Senior activities  • Soccer   • Swim lessons 
• Weight training  • Wellness classes  • Wrestling 
• Yoga 
 
Volunteer Organizations/Leagues/Associations/Public/Private Partnerships:  
In addition to the above listed recreational programs, many other clubs and groups offer 
social, competitive, and child-oriented recreational activities. Many of these groups are 
volunteer organizations requiring payment of annual or monthly dues to support activities. 
These groups serve an integral role in recreation planning because they offer programs for 
residents that are not offered by the City of Birmingham. The following groups are active in Birmingham and 
utilize city properties and facilities: 
 
• Birmingham Baseball Little League 
• Birmingham Beverly Hills Church Softball League 
• Birmingham Bloomfield Soccer Club 
• Birmingham Figure Skating Club 
• Birmingham Friends and Relatives Conservatory 
• Birmingham Girls Softball League 
• Birmingham Hockey Association 
• Birmingham Racquet Club 
• Birmingham United Soccer 
• Birmingham-Bloomfield Art Association 
• Holy Name Hurricane Club – Holy Name School 
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Special Events: 
Additional special events held in Birmingham throughout the year include: 
• Art In The Park    Birmingham Winter Market   
• Celebrate Birmingham Parade  Dash For Destiny 
• Day on the Town    Farmer’s Market     
• Fine Art Festival    Halloween Parade 
• Holiday Tree Lighting   Memorial Day Ceremony    
• Night On The Town   Our Town Art Exhibition and Sale  
• Pumpkin Patch    Summer in the City    
• Veteran’s Day Ceremony   Village Fair     
• Woodward Dream Cruise  
 
Public Schools Community Education: 
The Birmingham Public Schools offer many classes and organized activities throughout the year, some of 
which include: 
• Aerobics and Pilates    • Baseball camp 
• Beading classes    • Boating 
• Culinary arts and entertaining classes • Dance 
• Digital photography    • Fencing 
• Home, garden and pet classes  • Languages 
• Martial Arts/Self Defense   • Music 
• Safety/first aid and CPR classes  • Skating 
• Swim lessons    • Tennis 
• Yoga 
 

Opportunities Outside Birmingham 
The Oakland County Parks System has grown to nearly 6,000 acres of natural landscapes and outdoor 
recreation for Oakland County residents. Eleven Oakland County Parks provide year-round recreation with five 
golf courses, two waterparks, and nature centers. Unique recreation 
opportunities range from camping, hiking, swimming, boating, golfing and picnicking to cross-country skiing, ice 
skating and ice fishing. Their mission is to provide all residents of Oakland County with recreational, leisure 
and learning experiences, parks, open spaces, facilities, and 
professional staff and fiscal management, resulting in a comprehensive county park system that enhances the 
residents' quality of life. Oakland County Parks and facilities are funded through a millage supported by 
Oakland County residents. Four of the 11 sites are located south of M-59 and are fairly accessible to 
Birmingham residents. 
 
Addison Oaks:  
Addison Oaks is a scenic 1,139-acre park in northeast Oakland County with two lakes and spring-fed ponds.  
 
Catalpa Oaks: 
Catalpa Oaks' nearly 24 acres of open space is nestled in Southfield, just west of Greenfield Road. 
• The park currently features six soccer fields, a baseball diamond and softball field.  Fields are reserved by 

permit. 
 
Glen Oaks: 
The Glen Oaks Golf Course features an 18-hole, Par 70 course with challenging Par 3 holes crossing streams, 
with rolling terrain. The 122-acre course includes a 1920's English-style stone clubhouse designated as a 
Michigan Historical Building serves as a beautiful setting for banquets, weddings and golf outings (food service 
provided by Oak Management). There's also a formal garden ideal for outdoor weddings. 
  

http://www.destinationoakland.com/thingstodo/soccer/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.destinationoakland.com/thingstodo/baseballsoftball/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.oakmanagement.com/
http://www.destinationoakland.com/recprograms/weddingbanquet/glenoaks/Pages/default.aspx


City of Birmingham   
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2011-2016 Page 27 
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Groveland Oaks:  
Groveland Oaks County Park is a summer family favorite, with picnicking, swimming and family camping on 
362 acres near Holly. 
 
Highland Oaks: 
Highland Oaks offers 302 acres of picturesque rolling hills, wetlands and old pastures.  Located within the 
headwaters of the Shiawassee River, Highland Oaks preserves sensitive habitat while providing recreational 
experiences in a natural setting.  
 
Independence Oaks: 
Enjoy year-round recreation in this naturally-maintained 1,285-acre park near Clarkston.  
 
Lyon Oaks: 
Lyon Oaks in Wixom preserves 800 acres of environmentally sensitive wetlands within a 1,041-acre park.  The 
park features a 13-acre, fenced dog park.  
 
Orion Oaks: 
Orion Oaks County Park preserves more than 916 acres of environmentally-sensitive green space. 
 
Red Oaks: 
At this 163-acre park built on the Red Run Drain, golfers, splashers, dog lovers and sports enthusiasts will find 
clean, safe facilities and opportunities to enjoy the outdoors with family and friends. 
 
Rose Oaks: 
Rose Oaks Park preserves 640 acres of gently rolling open meadows and wooded uplands, including 
approximately 200 acres of valuable wetlands and frontage on several glacial lakes within the site.  

 
Springfield Oaks: 
Springfield Oaks County Park's 332 acres is home to the annual Oakland County Fair, the historic Ellis Barn, 
the Springfield Oaks Golf Course and a Community Service Garden. 
 
Waterford Oaks: 
Waterford Oaks is a 185-acre park near Pontiac, headquarters of the Oakland County Parks and Recreation 
Commission; ACTION is the name of the game at Waterford Oaks. 

 
White Lake Oaks: 
White Lake Oaks is a scenic 18-hole, par 70 course. The 197-acre course is a well-manicured, player-friendly 
layout with front nine open and back nine tight, featuring wetlands and woodlands. The new clubhouse 
features a pro shop, club room, garden patio, and banquet facilities for groups up to 200.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.destinationoakland.com/parksandtrails/golf/springfieldoaks/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.destinationoakland.com/recprograms/weddingbanquet/whitelakeoaks/Pages/default.aspx
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PLAYGROUND SAFETY INSPECTION 
Playing outdoors is a major component in the fight against childhood obesity as well as the overall health and 
well-being of young people. 
 
In the past twenty years, the National Recreation and Park Association has developed two of the nation's 
premiere training programs and resources for playground safety, including the Certified Playground Safety 
Inspector (CPSI) training and certification program.  Both initiatives have helped to train and 
inform professionals and the public on playground safety issues at the highest national standards--ensuring 
that children across the U.S. have access to safe, challenging, and fun play environments.   
 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has created guidelines for both public playground 
and home playground equipment.  The CPSC Handbook for Public Playground Safety presents safety 
information for public playground equipment in the form of guidelines. The guidelines were first published in 
1981 with revisions in 1991, 1994, and 1997. 

The Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI) program is offered by the National Certification Board in 
coordination with the National Park and Recreation Association and the National Playground Safety 
Institute.  CPSIs are certified to inspect playgrounds for safety hazards and to ensure compliance with national 
standards set by the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) and Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC).  A professional must successfully pass the CPSI examination in order to receive the 3 
year certification. NRPA strongly suggests that professionals wishing to obtain the CPSI Certification complete 
the CPSI Course. This course provides professionals with a hands-on approach to playground safety and 
allows them to learn playground safety from highly experienced instructors that have a wealth of practical 
information to share. 
 
The City of Birmingham currently has on staff two Certified Playground Safety Instructors that have attended 
the CPSI course.  The City conducts regular playground inspections at all parks and facilities under the 
direction of a Certified Safety Inspector.  Staff inspects play areas every two weeks between the months of 
April and October, and once a month in the winter months.  Certain areas are inspected more often in peak 
usage periods, such as the Skate Park and Booth Park, due to the volume of park users. 
 
In 2005, an assessment of all City of Birmingham Playgrounds was done by Hamilton Anderson Associates, a 
Certified Playground Inspector.  The playground equipment was found to be in relatively good shape.  Minor 
modifications were needed to some of the equipment, and have since been addressed.  General 
improvements also have been made to the surface material and use zone areas. 
 
Improvements still to be made to existing play areas include adding age appropriate signage to some play 
areas, and improving accessibility at St. James Park. 
 

http://www.nrpa.org/Content.aspx?id=3530
http://www.nrpa.org/Content.aspx?id=3530
http://www.nrpa.org/Content.aspx?id=593
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BARRIER FREE ACCESSIBILITY 
The passage of the American Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) required all areas of public service, 
including parks and other recreation facilities, to have barrier-free accessibility. All playground 
equipment and facility improvements in recent years have been designed and installed in 
compliance with the U.S. Department of Justice ADA standards.  
 
An evaluation of City of Birmingham has been conducted as a part of this inventory. In accordance with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) standards, facilities were evaluated to determine if a 
person with any of the following criteria can 
safely and independently access and use the park or facility: 

• has limited sight or is blind 
• uses a wheelchair 
• has a hearing impairment or is deaf 
• uses a walking aid 
• has a mental impairment 

 
A five-point evaluation system was used to rank each facility’s accessibility. The system 
is described below and the accessibility rankings can be found on the City of Birmingham Recreation Inventory 
Table located on page 25. 

• Level 1. The park is not accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities. The site 
includes little paved areas and the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are not easily 
accessible. 

• Level 2. The park is somewhat accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities. Either 
the parking area or pathways are paved, but not both. Many of the facilities such as play equipment or 
picnic areas are not easily accessible. 

• Level 3. The park is mostly accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities. Most of the 
parking areas and pathways are paved; some of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas 
are accessible but may not be completely barrier-free.   

• Level 4. The park is completely accessible to people with a broad range of physical disabilities. Parking 
areas and pathways are paved, and most of the facilities such as play equipment or picnic areas are 
easily accessible. 

• Level 5. The entire park was developed or renovated using the principles of universal design, a design 
approach which enables all environments to be usable by everyone, to the greatest extent possible, 
regardless of age, ability, or situation. 

 
Recommendations to improve ADA accessibility include: 
 
Lincoln Well Site 
• Improve accessibility to the play equipment 
 
Linn Smith Park 
• Improve accessibility to the site. 
 
St. James Park 
• Improve accessibility to the play equipment 
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BARRIER-FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
There are three primary forms of barrier-free transportation available within Birmingham and the immediate 
surroundings. These include a transportation service provided by the Birmingham Area Senior Coordinating 
Council (BASCC), Dial-A-Ride (same day service), and SMART Community Transit. SMART transit also 
provides an ADA Service which is an advance reservation service providing curb-to-curb transportation for 
riders whose disability prevents them from using SMART's fixed route service. ADA Service area is within 3/4 
of a mile of a 
SMART regular fixed route. Individuals must be ADA certified to be eligible for this service. 
 
 

City of Birmingham Recreation Grants History 
When preparing a Recreation Plan, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
requires that information be provided concerning grants that have been received in 
the past for acquisition or development of recreation facilities. As of April, 2011 the City of Birmingham has not 
received any grant funding from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) nor the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF).  The City of Birmingham has received grants from other other sources not 
associated with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.    
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CHAPTER FOUR: 
Administrative Structure 

Department of Public Services 
The Department of Public Services (DPS) comprises several divisions: Parks & Recreation, Ice Arena, Golf 
Courses, Street/Sewer/Water and Fleet Maintenance.  The DPS oversees the operation of the Birmingham Ice 
Sports Arena, two golf courses, maintenance of more than 230 acres of park land and two miles of trails along 
the Rouge River.  
 
In addition, the DPS is responsible for forestry items such as the removal, transplanting  and/or maintenance of 
25,000 street and park trees. Other responsibilities include: 

• Placement of holiday decorations, maintenance of public horticulture gardens, and providing logistic 
support for the summer “In the Park” concert program.  

• In addition, this department is responsible for park improvements, park signage, support for special 
events, maintenance of Greenwood Cemetery, various contractual services such as forestry services, 
park mowing, invasive vegetation removal,  commercial/residential sidewalk snow removal and 
residential noxious weed enforcement. 

• Public Services obtains citizen input for various aspects of its operation through a seven-member Parks 
and Recreation Board and two sub-committees appointed by the Parks and Recreation Board, the “In 
the Park” Committee and the Ice Arena Committee.  

• In addition, the City has a four-member Martha Baldwin Park Board to provide input on the design and 
maintenance of Martha Baldwin Park. 

 
The Parks and Recreation Department is supported by the city’s general Fund. A variety of sources are also 
used for funding capital improvements. Grants are pursued, the general fund contributes where possible and 
other financial donations and/or contributions are received and negotiated. 
 
The Capital Projects Fund is used to account for the development of capital facilities and improvements other 
than those accounted for in the Enterprise Funds and Special Revenue Funds. 
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Administrative Structure 
Department of Public Services 
Management and planning for the City of Birmingham recreation facilities and programs are primarily 
completed by two groups: the City of Birmingham Department of Public Services and the Parks and Recreation 
Board.  The chart below illustrates the make-up of the Department of Public Services. 
 
Public Act 156 of 1917 entitled Local Government; Operate System of Public Recreation is an act authorizing 
Cities, Villages, Counties, Townships, and School Districts to 
operate systems of public recreation and playgrounds. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Director of Public 
Services 

Parks/Recreation 
Manager 

Parks & Property 
Maintenance Ice Arena  

Golf Operations 
Manager 

Golf Courses 

Foreman 
Street/Sewer/ 

Water 

Street/Sewer/Water Garage 

Clerical 
Assistant Director 

Part-Time 
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Park-Improvement Plan 
In November 2001, City voters authorized the City of Birmingham to issue general-obligation unlimited tax 
bonds in an amount not to exceed $25 million. The bonds may be sold in one or more issues. The proceeds 
from the bond sales are to be used to implement the Recreation Master Plan. The Master Plan outlines the 
City’s long-range goals for the acquisition and/or enhancement of parkland and recreational facilities. The first 
bond issue in the amount of $15.7 million was sold in December 2002. A second bond issue in the amount of 
$4 million was sold in June 2008. 
 
Completed park improvement projects include the purchase of the Barnum building and land; the dredging and 
recreational improvements at Quarton Lake; Quarton Dam and Spillway improvements; construction of a skate 
park; purchase of the Dewey and Roeper properties; various site improvements at the Historical Museum & 
Park; and improvements at Booth Park and Barnum Park. 
 
Improvements at Shain Park are also complete. Park bond funds in the amount of $3 million were used for 
these improvements. 
 
As of December 31, 2010, park bond proceeds in the amount of $20.1 million (includes interest earnings) have 
been expended for these and other park improvement projects. Funding for park improvements has also been 
provided by the General Fund in the amount of $2.8 million through fiscal year 2010-2011. $1.1 million of this 
amount provided funding for the Quarton Dam. $1.2 million was provided for the expansion and improvement 
of Shain Park; however, this amount will not be needed for Shain Park. In addition, RPO (Rouge Project Office) 
grant funding in the amount of $867,000 was received for the Quarton dredging project. 
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Budget Analysis 
Actual and adopted budget information for expenditures and revenues was collected for the Department of 
Public Services for 2010-2011 fiscal year.  The various funds below describes the different accounts that are 
funded by the general fund account.  The two golf courses listed below are enterprise funds. 
 
Recreation Revenue for (fiscal year 2010-2014) 
Division Detail Actual 

2010-2011  
Projected  
2011-2012 

Projected 
2012-2013 

Projected  
2013-2014 

Community 
Activities 29,500 40,000 40,000 40,000 
Ice Sports  
Arena 690,000 713,550 723,550 723,550 
Parks & Recreation  64,700 66,700 67,000 67,000 
Property 
Maintenance 48,200 49,000 49,000 49,000 
*Lincoln Hills  
Golf Course 511,000 572,243 584,294 596,622 
*Springdale  
Golf Course 455,000 461,490 471,996 482,753 
     
Total 1,798,400 1,902,983 1,935,840 1,958,925 
*Enterprise Fund 
 
 
Recreation Expenditures for (fiscal year 2010-2014) 
Division Detail Actual 

2010-2011  
Projected  
2011-2012 

Projected 
2012-2013 

Projected  
2013-2014 

Community 
Activities 256,050 260,740 270,990 279,000 
Ice Sports  
Arena 671,590 616,650 655,100 660,121 
Parks & Recreation  1,078,460 1,074,780 1,000,270 1,000,000 
Property 
Maintenance 735,056 807,040 797,040 814,000 
*Lincoln Hills  
Golf Course 608,120 614,612 635,806 641,885 
*Springdale  
Golf Course 471,510 455,505 476,744 481,600 
     
Total 3,820,786 3,829,327 3,835,950 3,876,606 
*Enterprise Fund 
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Community Activities 
This line item includes expenditures incurred by the Department of Public Services in connection with: the 
Village Fair; art shows in Shain Park sponsored by the Birmingham-Bloomfield Art Center and Common 
Ground; placement of United States flags in the Central Business District (CBD) on seven occasions during the 
year; the winter holiday-decoration program; and preparatory and clean-up work involved in other civic and 
Chamber of Commerce and Principal Shopping District activities, including “Moonlight Shopping Spree,” “Day 
on the Town” and “First Night Birmingham.” 
 
Approximately 220 United States flags are placed on the streets in the CBD on the occasions listed below. 
Flags may be placed on the streets during other commemorations as directed by the City Commission. 

• Government Day (Monday of Celebration Birmingham Week) 
• Memorial Day 
• Flag Day 
• Fourth of July 
• Citizenship Day of Constitution Week 
• Veterans Day 
• 9/11 Day 

 
Lincoln Hills Golf Course 
Lincoln Hills, located at 2666 West Fourteen Mile Road, is one of two municipal golf courses owned by the City 
of Birmingham.   The Lincoln Golf Course is operated as an enterprise fund.  With its unique elevation changes, 
tree-lined fairways and alternative tee boxes, it makes for a very challenging round of golf. The golf course total 
yardage is just over 3,000 yards and plays to a par 35. 

Since 2000, the golf course has seen a number of capital improvements, including a new irrigation system and 
pump house in 2000. The clubhouse was completely renovated in 2009-2010. Phase 2 of this project, completed 
in fall of 2010, consisted of parking lot improvements including new lighting, improved drainage and a retaining 
wall. Also in 2010, the educational green was moved to the southwest end of the golf course to create a usable 
dog park on the southeast end of the property, with access from the clubhouse parking lot. In its new location, the 
educational green area will continue to be used for the Junior Golf Program. 

City staff operates the clubhouse and maintains the golf course. The operation is overseen by the Golf Operations 
Manager, which in 2010 combined the positions of Clubhouse Manager and Golf Course Superintendent. The 
clubhouse staff comprises seasonal staff that provides a variety of services, including tee-time reservations, 
collecting green fees, renting golf cars, and selling concession items. The maintenance staff, which includes full-
time and seasonal employees, maintains the golf courses. 

During the past few years there have been a number of strategic planning sessions with the goal of increasing golf 
rounds at both golf courses. A number of these plans have been implemented and have been successful.   In 
general, golf courses throughout the geographic area have had financial difficulties. 
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Ice Sports Arena  
The City of Birmingham operates and maintains this facility, open from early August until mid - 
May. The schedule includes a variety of activities that include: figure skating; youth and adult 
hockey; instructional programming; and open skating and club activities such as the Birmingham Figure 
Skating Club and Birmingham Hockey Association. In addition, the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena provides 
skate rentals, video games, pro shop operation and a full concession stand. 
 
The budget assumes a continuation of ice use of the arena for a 35-week period, which includes the 54th 
annual ice show. The Ice Arena also serves as the “home arena” for the Birmingham Friends and Relatives 
Conservatory (FAR). This organization provides programming and instruction culminating with an ice show. 
This program is designed for mentally, emotionally or physically challenged individuals. 
 

Parks and Recreation  
This account provides for park maintenance and recreation programming of park facilities, 
excluding the golf courses. Maintenance is provided for over 230 acres of parks and public 
properties, including passive-recreation areas along the Rouge Trail, in Manor Park and at similar locations. 
 
Recreation facilities maintained under this activity include: 16 asphalt-surfaced tennis courts; six 
Little League baseball diamonds; one baseball diamond and one softball diamond; a developed 
picnic area and shelter at Springdale Park; 26 park areas of various sizes and stages of development; a six-
acre nature preserve at Manor Park; several miles of river trails; the 14-acre Quarton Lake; the winter-sports 
area at Lincoln Hills; and a skate park located at Kenning Park. 
 
This line item provides funds for the maintenance of approximately 13,000 trees in City parks and on other City 
properties (excluding trees within the street rights-of-way, which are maintained under another fund). Tree and 
stump removal, tree trimming and tree planting in City parks are also included in this activity. The department 
utilizes outside contractors for services such as forestry, lawn care and property maintenance. 
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Property Maintenance 
The Department of Public Services utilizes this line item for the landscape maintenance of City owned 
properties, such as: the Municipal Building; Martha Baldwin Library; Greenwood 
Cemetery; Public Services’ facilities; landscaped areas surrounding the parking lots and structures; and the 
John West Hunter Historical Park. 
 
Also included in this activity are: snow removal from City-owned property and abutting sidewalks; sweeping 
and snow removal from surface parking lots and access drives; sweeping sidewalks in the Central Business 
District (CBD), Hunter Park and adjacent City-owned properties; and the maintenance and operation of 
Greenwood Cemetery. 
 
As part of the City’s beautification program, over 1,200 flats of flowers are planted and maintained in the 
bedding areas of the facilities included in this activity. The City has been expanding the planting areas in the 
community in order to foster aesthetic improvements. Enhancements are made each year to public areas 
including Birmingham gateway areas, public buildings and the central business district. 
 
Springdale Golf Course 
Springdale dates back to the 1920’s and is the older of the two nine-hole golf courses. The golf course and 
Springdale Park encompass approximately 55 acres. The Springdale Golf Course is operated as an enterprise 
fund.  The golf course has a total yardage of 2,700 and plays to a par 34. 

Since 2001, Springdale has gone through many changes, including the remodeling of the golf course (2001) 
which included: adding or rebuilding 26 sand bunkers; different teeing locations on each hole; 3 new putting 
greens; a pond; and additional mounding around the golf course. All of these features have added to the 
overall playing experience. A stream bank restoration project was also completed in 2001. This helped to 
prevent erosion along the banks of the Rouge River. In the fall of 2006, a new pump house and pump station 
were installed to improve the irrigation system. 

City staff operates the clubhouse and maintains the golf course. The operation is overseen by the Golf 
Operations Manager, which in 2010 combined the positions of the Clubhouse Manager and Golf Course 
Superintendent. The clubhouse staff comprises seasonal staff that provides a variety of services, including tee-
time reservations, collecting greens fees, renting golf cars, and selling concession items. The maintenance 
staff, which includes full-time and seasonal employees, maintains the golf courses. 

During the past few years there have been a number of strategic planning sessions with the goal of increasing 
golf rounds at both golf courses. A number of these plans have been implemented and have been successful. 
In general, golf courses throughout the geographic area have had financial difficulties. 
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City Commission Goals 
Provide sound leadership and responsible governance in managing on-going economic constraints.  

• Continue to utilize public resources in an effective and efficient manner. 
• Balance community needs and desires with available resources.  

 
Be innovative and responsive in how services are provided to the community. 

• Seek new and collaborative approaches to improve the effectiveness and efficiency 
of service delivery. 

• Provide the highest levels of customer service in an economically sustainable 
manner. 

 
Support the vitality of both the residential and business communities. 

• Continue to encourage citizen involvement for the common good.  
• Support a climate which is conducive to continued private investment in neighborhoods and commercial 

districts. 
 
Cultivate a safe, healthy, and dynamic City. 

• Foster a progressive environment which attracts people of all ages to live, work, shop, and play. 
• Maintain a vibrant and walkable community.  

 
Continue to be proactive with infrastructure maintenance programs and reinvestment in cost-effective 
improvements to roads, sewers, water mains, and public facilities.  
 
The City Commission meets Monday, twice a month at 7:30 pm and is comprised of the following members: 
 
 

Mark Nickita, Mayor  
George Dilgard, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Rackeline J. Hoff, Commissioner 
Tom McDaniel, Commissioner 
Scott D. Moore, Commissioner 
Gordon L. Rinschler, Commissioner 
Stuart Lee Sherman, Commissioner 
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Parks and Recreation Board 
The Parks and Recreation Board was established in 1963 by ordinance.  It is charged with the duties detailed 
in Chapter 78 of the City Code entitled Parks and Recreation.  The ordinance states that the Parks and 
Recreation Board shall consist of seven members, who are electors in the city and appointed by City 
Commission with each member serving a three-year term. The Board serves solely in an advisory capacity and 
may not assume any legislative or administrative authority. The Parks and Recreation Board objectives and 
duties include: 

• Serve as a forum for the consideration of policy matters related to the operation of a park and 
recreation program. 

• Advise the public with regard to the policies established by the City Commission relating to the park and 
recreation program. 

• Serve in an advisory capacity to the City Commission in regard to all matters affecting parks and 
recreation which are referred to it by the City Commission. 

• Recommend to the City Commission a recreation program, fee schedules, and the adoption of long 
range program for the development of park areas and facilities. 

• Recommend to the City Commission hours of operation and allocation of facility use. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Board meets the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm and is comprised of the 
following members: 

Therese Longe, Chair 
Art Stevens, Vice Chair  
Dan Boorstein 
Ross Kaplan 
John Meehan 
Keith Vosburgh 
Bill Wiebrecht 
 

Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee 
The Recreation Master Plan Sub-Committee was established to oversee the master planning process and to 
act as a sounding board and guiding body throughout the life of the project. In addition, the Sub-Committee 
ensures coordination and communication between the two groups. 
The Birmingham Recreation Master Sub-Committee consists of three members of the Parks and Recreation 
Board as well as Department of Public Services Administration and a   representative from Wade Trim.  
Comprised are the following members: 

Dan Boorstein, Parks and Recreation Board 
Art Stevens, Parks and Recreation Board 
Keith Vosburgh, Parks and Recreation Board 
Lauren A. Wood, Director of Public Services 
Jeff Bremer, Assistant Director of Public Services 
Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator 
Leah Groya, Wade Trim 
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CHAPTER FIVE: 
Related Initiatives 

 
There are several related planning initiatives that are significant in terms of their relevance to the provision of 
recreation within the City of Birmingham. Each initiative is described in further detail on the following pages.   
 

Barnum Park Master Plan  
Barnum Park construction Phase 1 occurred during 2009 for a total cost of $832,000 paid by Parks and 
Recreation bond.  Phase 1 included such features as a play structure, soft ball and soccer fields, a crushed 
stone walking paths, garden sanctuary, tree-lined promenade, an outdoor ice rink, etc.  Phase 2 design work is 
currently underway since the later part of 2010.  Final drawings of significant portions of the park are 
completed.  Funding for additional improvements will primarily be from donation dollars.  Portions of Phase 2 
development will be funded either by donations or completed by the City. 
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Birmingham Museum Strategic Plan - 2008 
In January 2007, at the annual long range planning session with the City Commission, the proposal for 
pursuing a facilitated “Mission Driven Strategic Plan” was introduced. In July 2007, Detroit Executive Service 
Corps (DESC), a local nonprofit volunteer management corporation serving the Detroit metropolitan community 
since 1982, was hired to assist in this much anticipated planning process. The facilitators from DESC, Ann 
Stuntz, Tom Rackley, and James Suhay are business professionals from the greater Detroit area. They 
attended a series of preplanning meetings and discussions to prepare both the Museum & Park staff and 
Historical Board for the pending work ahead. The first of seven strategic planning meetings took place on 
February 14, 2008. A number of participants, representing a wide range of community stakeholders, 
participated in one or more of the meetings.  
 
During the first few meetings of the SPC great strides were taken in developing both a Vision and a Mission 
statement. The two statements, in part, emerged from the lengthy analysis and discussion of the BHM&P’s 
many assets, including collections, historic buildings, natural features of the Park, its location, the community 
served, local school district, downtown resources, professional staff, museum endowment, and more. The 
vision and mission statements are as follows:  

Vision Statement 
The Birmingham Historical Museum & Park shall be recognized as the authority on Birmingham’s history 
distinguished by its expanding cultural resources.  

Mission Statement  
The Birmingham Historical Museum & Park seeks to foster a greater appreciation and understanding of the 
City of Birmingham’s unique heritage by collecting, preserving, cataloguing, exhibiting cultural material relevant 
to Birmingham’s story, and by providing engaging and entertaining educational programs that promote this 
story to a diverse audience. 
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Related Initiatives 
Oakland County Trails Master Plan 
The Oakland County Trails Master Plan has been developed to provide a framework for creating a connected 
system of greenways and trails throughout Oakland County. The non‐motorized system is envisioned to serve 
a diverse range of users, providing safe and well‐maintained linkages to important natural, cultural and civic 
destinations and other points of interest within and outside of the county. The development of the Trails Master 
Plan was overseen by the Oakland Trails Advisory Council, Oakland County Parks and Recreation Department 
and Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services. These agencies serve in a leadership role 
in the development of a connected non‐motorized system, but rely on the determined efforts of numerous local 
agencies, trail commissions, friends groups and property owners for trail implementation. The Trails Master 
Plan documents existing and proposed connections throughout the County including a section called the 
"Woodward Corridor". The Oak Routes map is included on the following page. 

 

The Rouge Green Corridor 
The Rouge Green Corridor (RGC) is a stretch of the Rouge River that flows through the City of Birmingham, 
Village of Beverly Hills, and the City of Southfield. The riparian corridor of this area has retained significant 
natural character despite extensive and intense urban development in the surrounding watershed. Significant 
natural areas and aquatic resources within the RGC are at risk of deterioration and require ongoing 
maintenance and stewardship to retain their ecological values. The RGC provides an important community 
asset to a densely populated, urbanized area.  The Rouge Green Corridor has the best aquatic habitat and 
aquatic animal populations remaining in the Main Branch of the Rouge River. The Corridor is the refuge or ark 
for future recolonization of the rest of the Main Branch, Rouge River. The need to protect the Corridor reflects 
the fact that the biodiversity of forests, wetlands and meadows along the Rouge directly affect the health of the 
River. 

• To provide information to residents and public officials on existing access to public corridor lands and 
available uses 

• To encourage private riparian landowners to manage their waterfront in an ecologically-sustainable 
manner 

• To invest in improvements in existing publicly-owned lands, parks and greenways in to encourage 
nature study, wildlife viewing, and scenic enjoyment, land stewardship practices and water quality 
improvements, and other recreational uses as designated by municipalities 

• To identify areas where water quality improvements, habitat improvements, public acquisition of land, 
or conservation easements will benefit fish and wildlife values 

• To identify opportunities for collaboration and partnerships among municipalities and supporting 
organizations. 

The effort is a partnership between Oakland County, Southfield, Beverly Hills, Birmingham, the Southeast 
Oakland County Water Authority (SOCWA), Oakland County Office of the Drain Commissioner, Friends of the 
Rouge, the Oakland Land Conservancy, and concerned citizens. The partnership has worked on several 
projects including the Rouge Green Corridor Identity Project, the Urban Habitat Conservation and Stewardship 
Project, a Self‐Guided Tour, Management Plans, Branding Package, etc. 
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Related Initiatives 
Birmingham Urban Habitat Garden 
The City of Birmingham in conjunction with Oakland County, Six Rivers, Beverly Hills and Southfield received a 
matching grant for $15,869.  The plantings will open up the view of the waterfall at the south end of Quarton 
Lake.  The project will include removal of woody plants, mostly black locust 
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CHAPTER SIX: 
Basis For Action 

 
Many elements must be considered prior to the decision-making process of establishing goals, guidelines and 
a prioritized capital improvements schedule for the next five years. A community must not base recreation 
improvement and service decisions solely on the voice of a handful of residents or the needs and wants of 
community officials, but must also be aware of recreational trends, national standards, participation data at 
existing facilities, community opinion, as well as demographic trends and the capability of the land and its 
surroundings. This section attempts to consolidate the various factors which must be acknowledged and the 
abundance of aspects, perceptions, and ideas which need to be filtered and categorized with the end result of 
producing the prioritized needs of the community. Because there are so many factors that will ultimately 
determine needs, caution should be taken to not analyze each piece of information individually, but integrate 
them all to produce the “big picture.” 
  
This portion of the Plan is intended to continue to analyze various factors within and outside of Birmingham 
that have an effect on the direction of recreation over the next five years. This chapter provides the rational and 
backbone for the goals, guidelines and recommended capital improvements based on an analysis and 
consideration of many elements. 
 
The first section of this chapter ‘Comparison to National Standards’ provides a review of current recreation 
trends, a comparison of parks to acreage and facility standards, services area gaps, existing plans and 
participation.  
 
The second section of this chapter ‘Summary of Birmingham’s Recreational Needs’ identifies the recreational 
needs and desires that were emphasized by the residents at the Public Workshop held on February 15, 2011.   
 

RECREATION TRENDS 
Recreation trends occurring nationally provide insight into activities that can be expected to draw a large 
number of participants and activities that have shown the greatest growth in popularity. The National Sporting 
Goods Association (NSGA) conducts national surveys that measure activities by participation and percent 
change from the previous survey. The definition of participation includes those persons seven years and older 
who have participated in the activity more than once during the year of the survey.  The following table shows a 
ten-year history of sports participation from 1999 – 2009: 
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TEN-YEAR HISTORY OF SPORTS PARTICIPATION 
Participated more than once (in millions) 

Seven (7) years of age and older 
 

Activity 2009 2007 2005 2003 2001 1999 
Aerobic 33.1 30.3 33.7 28 26.3 26.2 
Archery  7.1 6.6 6.8 3.9 4.7 4.9 
Backpack 12.3 13. 13.3 15.1 14.5 15.3 
Baseball 11.5 14 14.6 15.4 14.9 16.3 
Basketball 24.4 24.1 28.9 27.9 28.1 29.6 
Bicycling 38.1 37.4 41.1 38.3 39 42.4 
Billiards 28.2 29.5 35.3 33 32.7 32.1 
Boating 24 31.9 27.5 24.2 23.9 24.4 
Bowling 45 43.5 45.4 41.9 41.9 41.6 
Camping 50.9 47.5 46. 53.4 48.7 50.1 
Dart Throwing 12.2 12.1 na na 16.9 20.2 
Exercise 
Walking 93.4 89.8 86 81.6 78.3 80.8 
Exercise 
w/Equipment 57.2 52.9 54.2 50.2 43.9 45.2 
Fishing 32.9 41 41.6 42.7 44.4 46.7 
Football (tackle) 8.9 9.2 9.9 8.7 8.2 8.4 
Golf 22.3 22.7 24.7 25.7 26.6 27 
Gymnastics 3.9 na na na na na 
Hiking 34 28.6 29.8 26.7 26.1 28.1 
Hockey (ice) 3.1 2.1 2.4 1.9 2.2 1.9 
Hunting 
w/Firearms 18.8 19.5 19.6 17.7 16.8 20.4 
Hunting w/Bow & 
Arrow 6.2 5.7 6.6 5.0 4.7 5.8 
In-Line Roller 
Skating 7.9 10.7 13.1 16 19.2 24.1 
Kayaking 4.9 5.9 na na na na 
Kick Boxing na na na 3 3.7 3.8 
Mountain  Biking 
 (off road) 8.4 9.3 9.2 8.2 6.9 6.8 
Mtn/Rock 
Climbing na 4.6 na na na na 
Muzzle loading 3.8 3.6 4.1 3.4 3.2 3.3 
Paintball Games 6.3 7.4 8 7.4 5.6 5.1 
Running/Jogging 32.2 30.4 29.2 23.9 24.5 22.4 
Scooter Riding 8.1 10.6 10.4 11.9 12.7 na 
Scuba  na 2.4 na na 2.1 2.3 
Skateboarding 8.4 10.1 12 9 9.6 7 
Skiing (alpine) 7 6.4 6.9 6.8 7.7 7.4 
Skiing  
(cross country) 1.7 1.7 1.9 1.9 2.3 2.2 
Snowboarding 6.2 5.1 6.0 6.3 5.3 3.3 
Snowmobiling na na na na 4.6 3.4 
Soccer 13.6 13.8 14.1 13 13.9 13.2 
Softball 11.8 12.4 13.1 12.4 13.2 14.7 
Swimming 50.2 52.3 58 52.3 54.8 57.9 
Table Tennis 13.3 na na na 8.4 8.2 
Target Shooting 
(net) 19.8 20.9 19.9 17.9 17.3 17.7 
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Activity 2009 2007 2005 2003 2001 1999 
Target shooting 
(air gun) 5.2 6.6 6.7 3.8 2.9 3.5 
Tennis 10.8 12.3 11.1 9.6 10.9 10.9 
Volleyball 10.7 12 12.2 10.4 12 11.7 
Water Skiing 5.2 5.3 6.7 5.5 5.8 6.6 
Weight Lifting 34.5 33.2 33.5 25.9 23.9 na 
Workout at Club 38.3 36.83 34.7 29.5 26.5 24.1 
Wrestling 3 2.1 na na 3.5 3.8 
Yoga 15.7 10.7 na na na na 
Source: http://www.nsga.org 
 

 
2008 Participation for Michigan 

"Sports Participation in 2008: State-by-State" projects sports participation on a state-by-state basis for 33 
sports. It provides data on total participation, frequency of participation and total participation days.  
 
This data is used to create the NSGA State-by-State Index and is based on a sampling of 20,000 U.S. 
households. Only those sports which project approximately five million or more participants nationally are 
included. On the Index, the national average for each sport equals 100. The Index is created by dividing a 
state's percentage of participants in a particular activity by its percentage of the U.S. population.  
 
205 Boating (Motor/Power) 
200 Volleyball 
199 Canoeing 
171 Bicycle Riding 
154 Bowling 
Source: http://www.nsga.org 

http://www.nsga.org/
http://www.nsga.org/
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2009 Participation –Ranked by Total Participation 

Participated more than once (in millions) 
Seven (7) years of age and older 

 
Sport Total Percent 

Change * 
Sport Total Percent 

Change* 
Exercise Walking 93.4 -3.4% Softball 11.8 -7.9% 

Exercise 
w/Equipment 

57.2 
 

4% 
 Baseball 11.5 -13.5% 

Camping 
(vacation/overnight 

 
50.9 3% Tennis 10.8 -14.5% 

Swimming 50.2 -6.1% Volleyball 10.7  

Bowling 
 

45 0.6% 
Football 
(tackle) 8.9 -6.2% 

Workout at Club 38.3 -2.6% Skateboarding 8.4 -13.8% 

Bicycle Riding 38.1 -1.5% 

Mountain 
Biking  

(off road) 8.4 -17.8% 

Weight Lifting 34.5 1.8% 
Scooter 
Riding 8.1 -19.9% 

Hiking 34 2.8% 
In-Line Roller 

Skating 7.9 -15.4% 

Aerobic Exercising 33.1 3% 
Archery 
(target) 7.1 na 

Fishing 32.9 -22% Skiing (alpine) 7.0 7.3% 

Running/Jogging 32.2 1% 
Paintball 
Games 6.3 -6.5% 

Billiards/Pool 28.2 -11.1% Snowboarding 6.2 5.7% 

Basketball 24.4 -5% 

Hunting 
w/Bow & 

Arrow 6.2 0.2% 
Boating, 

Motor/Power 24 -13.9% Water Skiing 5.2 -7.2% 

Golf 22.3 -3.9% 

Target 
Shooting-Air 

gun 5.2 4.3% 
Target Shooting (net) 19.8 -2.4% Kayaking 4.9 na 

Hunting with 
Firearms 18.8 0.3% Gymnastics 3.9 na 

Yoga 15.7 20.9% 
Muzzle 
loading 3.8 11.6% 

Soccer 13.6 0.6% Hockey (Ice) 3.1 60% 
Table Tennis 13.3 na Wrestling 3 na 

Backpack/Wilderness 
Camp 12.3 -5.3% 

Skiing  
(Cross 

Country) 1.7 7.4% 
Dart Throwing 12.2 na    

*Percent Change is from 2008 
Source: http://www.nsga.org 
 
 
 
  

http://www.nsga.org/
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Basis For Action 
 

City of Birmingham Participation Data  
Activity 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Youth Skating 
Lesson 1,500 1,241 1,216 1,081 784 381 391 

Figure Skating 
Club of 

Birmingham 150 150 100 100 100 100 100 
Birmingham 

Hockey 
Association 560 531 519 501 384 349 320 

Adult Softball 
Program 140 140 120 120 120 100 100 

Junior Golf 299 239 336 396 378 420 341 
Birmingham 
Little League 653 626 553 560 531 544 547 
Springdale 

Golf Course 
Rounds 28,151 28,560 24,546 24,097 26,674 27,716 25,782 

Lincoln Hills 
Golf Course 

Rounds 31,401 28,710 29,455 27,893 29,905 25,950 21,335 
Birmingham 

United Soccer N/A 110 129 178 103 156 126 
Birmingham 
Bloomfield 

Soccer Club 1,221 1,291 1,360 2,580 2,539 2,327 2,478 
Birmingham 
Racquet club 600 600 600 700 550 475 415 

Forest Hill 
Swim Club 450 450 450 450 450 450 450 

        
Source: City of Birmingham Facility Users and Participants  
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COMPARISON TO NATIONAL STANDARDS 
Recreational trends occurring nationally and in Michigan provide insight into activities which can be expected 
to draw a large number of participants and activities which show the greatest growth in popularity. The National 
Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) conducts national 
surveys which measure activities by participation and percent change from the previous survey. The definition 
of participation includes those persons seven years and older who have participated in the activity more than 
once during the year of the survey.  
 

NATIONAL PLANNING AVERAGES 
In the process of determining and prioritizing needs, it is not only important to understand the national and 
statewide trends in terms of participation levels and popularity, but it is also imperative to compare the 
provisions of local recreation facilities to published standards. This 
comparison of existing facilities to standard acreage and facility requirements may be used as another tool to 
determine needs within the City of Birmingham. 
 

PARKLAND ACREAGE AND SERVICE AREA STANDARDS 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) has adopted a set of standards based on those 
developed by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), to determine the need for recreation 
facilities in each community. These standards establish: 

♦ The necessary amount of parkland acreage. 
 
♦ Specific recreation facilities such as tennis courts or soccer fields that should be 
   available based upon the population of the community. 
 
♦ The ‘service areas’, or number and type of parks that should be available to residents 
   within a certain distance of their homes. 
 

These standards were applied to the existing park acreage in Birmingham to determine if there were 
deficiencies.  
 
The NRPA classifies parks as mini parks, neighborhood parks and community parks. Each park type is 
intended to serve a specific population group that varies depending on the type of activities offered and 
distance from the park. 
 
Criteria for each classification are general, yet useful in estimating the amount and locations of parkland 
needed. While useful, the guidelines need to be applied in consideration of the characteristics of each 
community. 
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Basis For Action 
 

PARK LAND ANALYSIS AND SERVICE AREAS 
Although when compared to natural standards there is a surplus of parkland in the City of Birmingham, it is 
important to consider the location of the parks and their disbursement around the community. The NRPA 
establishes a standard service area for each park classification. By locating the facilities on a map and 
overlaying the service area criteria, neighborhoods within the community that may be underserved by parkland 
are revealed. 
 
Each type of park has been referenced as a community, mini and neighborhood park and each have different 
service areas.  
 
The community parks serve an area within a one to two mile radius, neighborhood parks serve an area 
between ¼ mile to ½ mile radius and mini-parks serve a population within ½ mile. To illustrate the passive 
recreation and active recreation which are available to pedestrians within reasonable walking distances, an 
overlay map has been created. The community park layer depicts active recreation facilities provided at 
community parks that are available within a one-half mile walking distance. This map concludes that the entire 
City has access to a community or neighborhood park providing active recreation within ½ mile from the 
perimeter of a park.   
 
The neighborhood and mini-park layer depicts active and passive recreation areas located in neighborhood 
parks and mini-parks that are available to pedestrians within a ¼ mile walking distance. There are a few 
service area gaps within the City in regards to passive recreation opportunities within a ¼ mile. The primary 
areas without nearby passive recreation areas are the southeast portion of the City, the area west of Linden 
Park between Maple, Lincoln, Shirley and Larchlea and the northwest corner of the City between Quarton, 
Raynale, Puritan and Westwood. 
 
Existing Parkland Acreage 
Park 
Classification 

Recommended 
Acreage per 

1,000 residents 

Existing Acreage Recommended 
Acreage (2010) 

Population 
20,103 

Projected 
Surplus/Deficiency 

Acreage 
 

Mini Parks 0.5   5.3 10.1 (4.7) 
Neighborhood  2 39.8 40.2 (0.4) 
Community 8           186.1* 160.8 25.3 
Totals 10.5           231.3 211.1 20.2 
*Includes golf courses acreage totaling 102.2 acres. 
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP SUMMARY 
Approximately 37 people attended a Public Workshop held to discuss and gather input for the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan for Birmingham. Connie Folk, Recreation Coordinator, opened the meeting, welcomed 
everyone, and thanked them for their attendance. Connie indicated the City is working on a new 5-Year Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan and is looking for input to use to develop an action plan for the next 5 years.  
 
Leah Groya, Wade Trim, reviewed the agenda and discussed the goals for the meeting. Leah briefly reviewed 
the Master Planning process and timeline the City is undertaking. Leah described why the City was developing 
the 5-year plan as well as the MDNR guidelines and what the plan will include. The room was set up with 
attendees around one of five tables. Each group was asked to brainstorm their desires and concerns for the 
next 5 years. After 30 minutes, each group reported back to the large group. The ideas were noted on flip chart 
sheets and put around the room. At the end of the meeting, attendees were given 3 sticker dots and were 
asked to place them next to the items they felt should be highest priority. 
 
A few of the top priority items from the workshop participants included: 

• Development of a Master Plan for Kenning Park  
 

• Development of a Master Plan for Adams Park 
 

• Development of a continuous trail system 
 

•  Improvements at Barnum Park 
 

The complete summary of the workshop results of participants comments can be found in Appendix A.  
Comments received via mail from residents are also included in Appendix A. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: 
Action Plan 

 
By considering the results of the inventory, comparison to national standards, consideration of related 
initiatives, as well as input from Administration and Parks and Recreation Board members, and input that was 
given at the Public Workshop, the City of Birmingham has established a framework for the Action Plan. The 
Action Plan describes recommendations for improvements and enhancement of the City of Birmingham Parks 
and Recreation system, as well as identifying the tools needed for implementation of the plan components. 
 
A complimentary component of the Action Plan is the Capital Improvement Plan. Action strategies that may 
require significant capital investment from the community have been organized into a five-year plan. The 
specific projects have been prioritized in the Capital Improvement Plan in order to better manage the parks and 
recreation budget and equally distribute the projects over the five-year cycle. The timing of these projects may 
be influenced, moved or eliminated depending upon economic conditions, available funding and/or grant 
awards. However, the spirit and intent of the project priorities are well defined in the Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
The Action Plan is organized into three sections: 

• Goals and Objectives 
• System Wide Recommendations 
• Five Year Capital Improvement Plan 
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Action Plan 
 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
To provide a guideline for decision making, the Parks and Recreation Board has developed a mission 
statement and a list of goals, objectives and action steps. Together, these express a unified vision for future 
investments, projects, and other efforts. 

Mission | The Mission of the Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board is to help other organizations and 
agencies to plan and share family activities in helping to prevent the desires and need to use alcohol, drugs, 
and tobacco by providing recreational programs for all ages, and to encourage recreational life styles. 

 
The following goals and objectives are intended to provide an operational framework for future decisions 
related to the provision of parks and recreation for the City of Birmingham.  
 
These goals and objectives should be reviewed annually and modified as necessary. 
 
Goal #1: Create a Sense of Community and Belonging 
 
The City of Birmingham is a unique place. The community is enriched by strong volunteer efforts, such as 
youth sports league administration, boards, commissions, planning efforts and historical preservation efforts. 
Special events that include festivals, art fairs, farmer’s market and organizations working together to create a 
strong sense of one, made stronger by the partnerships, trust and collaboration of the stakeholders and 
elected officials. 
 
Objectives: 

• Offer “Theatrical” programming that involves schools, library, residents and the Community House. 
 

• Offer children’s activity programs at select parks 
 

• Offer Winter Activities at all parks 
 

• Offer Art Programs 
 

• Teen programming –summer, relevant, supervision, extend hours 
 

• Celebrate the community by participation in festivals, community functions and events 
 

• Support and encourage new developments to include areas for active and passive recreation. 
 

•  Provide volunteer opportunities in program delivery and improvement projects. 
 

•  Summer/Winter  programming   
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Action Plan 
 
Goal #2: Provide Parks and Recreation facilities that are high quality, that preserve open 
space and history, are well maintained and that are accessible to all residents of the 
community. 
 
Residents of Birmingham take good care of their own homes and grounds as evidenced by the abundant 
landscaping and frequent garden and home tours held in the community. Quality is important to residents and 
it is expected that community assets are protected and valued. Preservation of local history is valued as 
demonstrated by the efforts and projects of the Birmingham Historical Museum and Park Board and Martha 
Baldwin Park Board. 
. 
Objectives: 

• Analyze and improve universal accessibility at ball diamonds, open space areas and all recreation 
facilities. 
 

• Maintain and improve designated wetlands, Rouge River Corridor and open space. 
 

• Plan for Art/Sculptures at the park. 
 

• Encourage development and creation of central entry areas for sitting and gathering.  
 

• Maintain and update park equipment and facilities as needed, including playground equipment, ball 
fields, open space areas including natural landscaping.  
 

• Continue implementation of the standardized park design for all City of Birmingham Parks including 
signage, installation of trees, tree transplanting, improved landscaping, benches, bike racks, and waste 
receptacles. 

 
Goal #3: To create a community of healthy residents by providing opportunities 
that promote and encourage active lifestyles.  
 
Birmingham has an active resident base that includes runners, cyclists, soccer players, walkers, skaters, 
hockey players, golfers, etc.  The health of the aging population will need to be maintained through private and 
public efforts. 
 
Objectives: 

• Increase non-motorized transportation connections between parks, historical sites, community facilities 
and shopping districts that allow residents to cycle, walk and run.  
 

• Develop and promote programming that encourages active lifestyles for all ages. 
 

• Work with Oakland County to develop pathway connections with surrounding communities that include 
Beverly Hills, Bloomfield Hills, Bloomfield Twp., Royal Oak, Southfield and Troy with the existing Rouge 
River Corridor.   
 

• Promote the establishment of the Rouge River Corridor along the Rouge River to encourage the 
preservation, enhancement and an increase community understanding of this important watershed. 
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Action Plan 
 
Goal #4: Provide recreation programming and facility opportunities that meet the needs and 
interests of the entire community. 
 
Residents have indicated that recreation outlets and activities are important to their quality of life. Providing 
well balanced activity choices, along with flexible structure is essential. 
 
Partner with Oakland County, the DNR, schools and nonprofits to develop community support and educational 
opportunities/workshops for City residents to increase awareness and appreciation of environmentally-friendly 
maintenance practices.   Offer free children’s activity programs at select parks focused on environment and 
health-related topics related to gardening, water quality and conservation through partnerships. 
 
Objectives: 

• Monitor the use of athletic fields and facilities to determine additional needs.   
 

• Create opportunities that go beyond the traditional team sports such as educational components, 
individual sporting pursuits, training/self improvement courses. 
 

• Provide additional environmental-oriented programs and use parks as outdoor classrooms and art 
theater. 
 

• Coordinate with the Arts Board regarding public art at parks. Coordinate location, lights to illuminate, 
sprinkler locations, etc. 

 
Goal #5: To use existing community resources efficiently and to demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility. 
 
A struggling state economy has resulted in loss of employment and a decrease in revenues. Parks and 
recreation services, along with all government services, must 
evaluate and provide cost effective opportunities for residents. 
 
Objectives: 

• Explore opportunities with private partnerships and Oakland County Parks to jointly provide desired 
services and facilities, while minimizing duplication and competition between the agencies. 
 

• Coordinate efforts with Oakland County for opportunities to preserve open space and provide public 
access along the Rouge River Corridor. 
 

• Recruit civic and business organizations for assistance with park improvement projects. 
 

• Partner for grants & outside funding. 
 

• Promote a system for people to approach the City with ideas to collaborate for park improvements. 
 

• Increase opportunities for donation and fundraising efforts. 
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Goal #6: To become a leader in sustainable, innovative maintenance practices to protect our natural 
community resources, demonstrate environmental stewardship and reduce chemical exposure and 
adverse health effects to all residents. 
 
Objectives: 

• Continue to implement ‘best practices’ and safer alternatives in cultivating healthy lawn care in City 
properties and parks such as heat and hot water weed control techniques and low-maintenance 
landscape designs.  Expand existing practice techniques to include applications such as adding 
beneficial insects to control destructive pests, and various natural and synthetic mulch materials. 

 
• Continue to implement Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices and develop an IPM policy based 

on current IPM practices for park maintenance activities. 
 

• Research programming with area school districts to decrease and possibly eliminate spraying at 
properties surrounding public schools. 

 
• Develop an interpretive signage program in parks to expand educational opportunities about 

environmental protection. 
 

• Create demonstration projects within parks to showcase native Michigan plants and promote 
appreciation for natural landscape techniques. 

 
• Develop and implement standards and timeline for achieving sustainable lawn care maintenance 

practices for parks and recreation facilities. 
 

• Implement a pilot “Pesticide Free Park” program at a City Park. 
 

• Develop maintenance Design Guidelines for future capital and park improvements that encourages low-
maintenance alternatives. 

 
Goal #7: Operate the Department of Public Services in an effective and efficient manner so as to 
maintain a high level of customer service. 
 
Objectives: 

• Purchase computer hardware along with registration and facility reservation 
Software for the two municipal golf courses. 
 

• Expand web based marketing efforts to inform residents of programs and events. 
 

• Review Parks and Recreation Master Plan annually to establish priorities and responsibilities with 
Parks and Recreation Board. 
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SYSTEM WIDE RECOMMENDATIONS 
In addition to capital investments into the parks and recreation system, the Department of Public Services must 
also focus on maintenance of the park system. 
 
The following items describe system wide suggestions that should be coordinated each year. 
 

• Barrier Free Accessibility: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) has established 
guidelines to provide barrier free accessibility at public facilities. It is important to 
provide access to the City of Birmingham facilities according to these guidelines so that all residents 
can enjoy the facilities. As parks and facilities are improved or developed, a 
high priority must be placed on upgrades that improve barrier free accessibility with improvements to 
proper surfaces for wheelchairs, accessible picnic tables, and play 
equipment that provides universal access.  

 
• Park Design Improvements:   As the park system evolves and each park undergoes its 

own degree of improvements, it is important to clearly mark park entrances and visually unify the parks 
so residents are aware that facilities they use are part of Birmingham’s park system. This can be 
accomplished by a uniform set of design themes that symbolize Birmingham parks and are used in the 
design of lighting, benches, signs, waste receptacles, bike racks, and other amenities.  Tree 
transplanting and improvements is a community focus for all public areas. 

 
• Non-Motorized Connectivity:  The City of Birmingham has been committed to the development of 

non-motorized systems locally as well as regionally. This was substantiated with the City 
Commission’s 2011 support of Complete Streets principals for the City of Birmingham.  The 
Department, in cooperation with Oakland County and surrounding communities,  and other supporting 
agencies, should continue to seek opportunities for planning, land acquisition, access easements, and 
non-motorized trail development to assist this effort within the community. 
 

• Natural Resource Inventory:  As opportunities become available the Department should analyze any 
critical natural areas in the community through inventories and appropriate studies. This information is 
critical to prioritizing resources for the acquisition, protection, and management of park natural areas. 

 
• Recreation Programming:  The City of Birmingham Department of Public Services is only one of 

several sources of recreation programming for community residents.  YMCA, volunteer youth sports 
organizations, private businesses, and other groups offer leagues, services and programs. To 
complement these other resources, the  Department should partner with these programs when 
appropriate. 
 

• Staffing:  The Department of Public Services needs to annually monitor staffing levels and office 
facility needs as needed for efficient administration, operation, programming and maintenance of the 
parks and recreation system. 

 
• Park Promotion:  The Department of Public Services should use creative promotional approaches to 

increase awareness of the features available at the various parks. Promotional ideas could include: 
park maps and park events. Increased awareness of the parks will increase appreciation and support 
for the park system and could also generate a spirit of volunteerism with maintenance, development 
and fundraising  projects.  
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• Fund Raising:  Develop new and creative ways to raise funds for park improvements, such as events, 
service projects and local fund raising. Continue and expand the popular recognition program for 
donations of benches, trees and other amenities. 

 
• Public Involvement:  The Department of Public Services should continue to solicit residents’ 

suggestions on planning, use, and improvement of parks and programming.   This can be 
accomplished with public meetings, surveys, or through resident feedback solicited at special events. 

 
 

FIVE YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
This section summarizes the overall system recommendations as well as specific improvements to individual 
parks. Some are multi-year efforts that will involve primarily staff time and coordination, while others are park 
improvements that require primarily investment. 
 
The Five Year Capital Improvement Plan incorporates the top priority for capital improvement in the next five 
years.  Priorities should be reviewed on an annual basis and adjusted to respond to updated findings and 
identification of funding opportunities. In particular, costs should be closely monitored, as the proposed plan 
estimates are strictly preliminary.  
 
Actual costs for each project will be more specifically determined as site surveys, programming elements and 
engineering plans are developed. If funding levels are lower than required to implement the plan based on the 
schedule provided, the implementation could be stretched over additional years. 



City of Birmingham
Schedule of Proposed Capital Improvements ('12 - '16)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Estimated Total Over 

Five Years ($$$$)
Proposed Funding Source(s) Basis For Action

General Park Enhancements

Continue general landscape and beautification • • • • • 25,000 Donations/General Fund Administration

General Baseball/Softball Field Maintenance • • • • • 25,000 ASA Grant/General Fund Administration

General Tennis Court Maintenance • • • 45,000 General Fund

Public Input, 
Administration

Installation of Bike Racks • • • • • 10,000 General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Installation of Drinking Fountains • • 35,000 Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Installation of Electric Outlets • • TBD Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Installation of Park Benches and Picnic Tables • • 40,000 Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Installation of Park Shelters (Location TBD) • 20,000 Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Installation of Park Signage • • • • 100,000 Donations/General Fund Administration

Land acquisition opportunities • • • • • TBD Donations/General Fund Administration

Open Space Maintenance, i.e., seeding, drainage and grading at various Parks • • • • • 80,000 Donations/General Fund

Parks & Recreation 
Board

Playground Equipment Maintenance (i.e., ADA Replacement Equipment) • • • • • 50,000 Donations/MDNR/Access Grant/General Fund Administration

Reforestation of Public Property • • • • • 25,000 Donations/Grants/General Fund Administration

Site Furnishings (benches, trash receptacles, tables) • • • • • 80,000 Donations/Grants/General Fund Administration

Adams Park

Develop Adams Park Master Plan • 15,000 Donations/MDNR/General Fund Public Input

Implementation of Park Master Plan • TBD Donations/MDNR/General Fund Public Input

Barnum Park

Implementation Phase 2 • • 150,000 Donations/General Fund Public Input

Booth Park

Re-evaluate Phase 3-Entrance Plaza • TBD Donations/General Fund Public Input

Fairway Park

Bank Stabilization • 25,000 MDNR/General Fund

Parks Board Master 
Plan Committee

Kenning Park

Develop Kenning Park Master Plan • • 40,000 Donations/MDNR/ASA Grant/General Fund Public Input

Implementation of Kenning Park Master Plan • • • TBD Donations/MDNR/ASA Grant/General Fund Public Input

Parking Lot Re-Construction • • 600,000 General Fund Administration



City of Birmingham
Schedule of Proposed Capital Improvements ('12 - '16)

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Estimated Total Over 

Five Years ($$$$)
Proposed Funding Source(s) Basis For Action

Lincoln Hills Golf Course

Access to Dog Park from Birmingham/Bloomfield Art Center • • 40,000 Collection of Usage Fee for Dog Park/General Fund

Parks Board Master 
Plan Committee 

Lincoln Well Site

Improve Parking lot • 13,000 General Fund Administration 

Linn Smith Park

Feasibility and Installation of pedestrian bridge • 95,000 Donations/MDNR/General Fund Public Input

Pembroke Park

Improve Athletic Areas (Athletic Fields, Soccer Areas) • • 25,000 General Fund

Parks and Recreation 
Board 

Administration 
Public Input

Poppleton Park

Analyze Athletic Fields(Maintenace/Improvements) • 6,000 General Fund Administration

Analyze Parking  (Expansion) • 6,000 General Fund

Parks and Recreation 
Board Master Plan 

Committee 
Administration

Crown Baseball Diamonds • 6,000 General Fund Administration

Installation of Basketball Courts • 12,000 Donations/MDNR/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Update Playground Equipment • 25,000 Donations/MDNR/Access Grant/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Rouge River Corridor 

Removal of Woody debris and riverbank stabilzation • • • TBD General Fund

Parks & Recreation 
Board

Trail System Improvements • • • • • TBD Donations/MDNR/Grants/General Fund Administration

St. James Park

Investigate Private/Public Partnerships • TBD Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Develop St. James Park Master Plan • 35,000 Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration

Implementation of St. James Park Master Plan • TBD Donations/General Fund

Public Input 
Administration
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Appendix A 
Public Workshop Summary 

Public Comments Via E-mails Received 
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City of Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master Plan Public 
Workshop Summary – February 15, 2011 
 
Approximately 37 people attended a Public Workshop held to discuss and gather input for the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan for Birmingham. Connie Folk, Recreation Coordinator, opened the meeting, welcomed 
everyone, and thanked them for their attendance. Connie indicated the City is working on a new 5-Year Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan and are looking for input to use to develop an action plan for the next 5 years.  
 
Leah Groya, Wade Trim, reviewed the agenda and discussed the goals for the meeting. Leah briefly reviewed 
the Master Planning process and timeline the City is undertaking. Leah described why the City was developing 
the 5-year plan as well as the MDNR guidelines and what the plan will include. The room was set up with 
attendees around one of five tables. Each group was asked to brainstorm their desires and concerns for the 
next 5 years. After 30 minutes, each group reported back to the large group. The ideas were noted on flip chart 
sheets and put around the room. At the end of the meeting, attendees were given 3 sticker dots and were 
asked to place them next to the items they felt should be highest priority. 
 
All of the ideas are documented on the following pages. Where ideas were similar, they were combined into 
one entry. The number in the parenthesis indicates the number of votes (sticker dots) that were placed next to 
each item. Comments were categorized as either related to a facility, maintenance, coordination, program or 
other. 
 
Facilities 

• Kenning Park Master Plan (10) 
• Lighting 
• Trail 
• Playground 
• Water 
• Restrooms 
• Picnic/Shelter 
• Signage 
• Baseball vs. Tennis 
• Parking 

• Adams Park Master Plan (9) 
• Need Formal Plan 
• Visual Barrier 
• Playground 
• Soccer Goals 
• Tennis 

• Develop Continuous Trail System(5) 
• Barnum Park Improvements (4) 

o Soccer Field improvements 
o Restrooms 
o Ice Skating 

• Lynn Smith Bridge over Rouge (4) 
• Add Platform Tennis ($50k each- metal platform- big table tennis paddles) (4) 
• Trees/Landscaping at all parks (3) 
• Plaza at Booth Park (2) 
• Master Plan for Golf Courses (2) 
• Maple Area Bridge Over Rouge(1) 
• Booth Park Amphitheater (1) 
• Basketball at Kenning/Poppleton (1) 
• Jogging Paths (1) 
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• Dog Park #2 (1) 
• Restrooms at Park (1) 
• Pembroke Park 

o Electrical 
o Movies 
o Gazebo(1) 
o Repairs 

• Trail on property next to Greenwood Cemetery (1) 
• Allen House Trail Connection 
• Pavilions at parks 
• Manor Park Underutilized/Add Trail or Track 
• Outdoor Basketball Courts 
• Tennis Back Boards 
• Lincoln Park Winter Sports 
• New Tennis Bubble 
• Expand Greenwood Cemetery 
• Install Emergency call buttons at parks 
• Porta-johns 

 
Maintenance 

• All parks need field improvements (5) 
o Grading & drainage  

• Fence repairs 
 
Coordination 

• Plan for Art/Sculpture at parks (5) 
• Partner for grants & outside funding – how to package – what are the tipping points? How much 

matching funds are needed? (1) 
• Public/Private Partnerships and programs need to be easier to facilitate and accommodate – Kenning, 

etc. (1) 
• Coordinate w/Schools regarding Tennis Courts, Athletic Facilities, etc 
• Planning Board should review all proposals 
• Coordinate with Arts Board regarding public art at parks. Coordinate location, lights to illuminate, 

sprinkler locations, etc. 
• Partnerships, Partnerships –funding 
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Programs 
• Shakespeare in Park at Booth (5) 

o Involve Schools, Library, Residents, Community House 
• Children’s activity programs at select parks (2) 
• Winter Activities at all parks (1) 
• Art Programs/SNAP 
• Teen Programming - summer, relevant, supervision, hours extended 

 
Other 

• Maintain open space – grass is good (4) 
• More Trees and Landscaping (4) 
• Funding, funding, funding is key to everything (2) 
• Electricity (2) 
• Funds without raising taxes (1) 
• Limit permitted length of dog leashes at parks (1) 
• Open Space  is good – not everything needs facilities/developed 
• No Lights at Night 
• Lights at Night 
• Change rule that limits number of Dogs at park 
• Sell Names of Parks for Funds 
• Parking Challenging at Booth Park 
• Use resident experts for Ecology Overlay at all parks (1) 
• Love outdoor ice skating at Barnum 
• Rental policies need posted and better communicated 
• Scheduling of Little Leagues – Birmingham resident teams should have 1st pick 
• Events at Golf Courses – leasing, revenue generator 
• Safety/Security at parks 
• Look at Golf Courses closer – financial impacts. Do we need two? Use one for other uses? 
• Signage 
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From: <taragindm@comcast.net>
To: "Christian Wuerth" <Cwuerth@ci.birmingham.mi.us>, <cfolk@ci.birmingham.m...
CC: "Barbara Heller" <bheller@dia.org>
Date: 2/10/2011 12:51 PM
Subject: Re: Fwd: Birmingham, MI: Your Input Needed at Master Plan Workshop

Hi Christian--

Thanks so much for forwarding the invitation to attend the Master Plan Workshop meeting to be held next 
Tuesday.  I just found out that I need to work late that evening so will be unable to attend. 

However, I know that Barbara Heller will be attending and ask that her comments on the preparation of 
sculpture pads be addressed. I was particularly concerned that sprinkler heads placed in certain proposed 
pads for sculpture at Barnum Park are impeding PAB's consideration of these sites. Perhaps as pads for 
sculpture are designated in  future plans for parks, Barbara, as an internationally-respected conservator 
from the DIA, can be consulted regularly  during the planning stages. 

I look forward to seeing you at our Wednesday meeting. 

Davira 

Davira S. Taragin
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

-----Original Message-----
From: "Christian Wuerth" <Cwuerth@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
Date: Wed, 2 Feb 2011 16:39:40 
To: Public Arts Board "Barbara Heller"<bheller@dia.org>
Subject: Fwd: Birmingham, MI: Your Input Needed at Master Plan Workshop

Thought I would pass this invitation along as there was some discussion at the last Public Arts Board 
meeting regarding the placement of art in City parks.  

Thank you,
Christian

  

Christian Wuerth | Assistant to the City Manager | 248.530.1807 (Direct Line) | 248.530.1107 (Fax)
Get the latest news from the City of Birmingham delivered to your inbox.  Visit 
www.bhamgov.org/aroundtown to sign up.

>>> <enotify@ci.birmingham.mi.us> 1/26/2011 3:30 PM >>>

Your Input Needed at Master Plan Workshop
Posted Date: 1/26/2011 
Attend an important Public Workshop to brainstorm potential improvements, goals, and objectives for 
parks and recreation in the City. The workshop is slated for Tuesday, February 15 from 6:30 pm - 8:30 
pm at the Department of Public Services (DPS) office (located at 851 S. Eton). Your input and ideas are 
important to us! 

The DPS has begun the process of updating the City's five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The 
Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board is seeking your input. In order to remain eligible to apply for 



parks and recreation grants through the State of Michigan, the City must update the plan every five years. 
The City also uses the Master Plan during annual budgeting and the development of the City's Capital 
Improvements Schedule (CIP). Staff has updated the inventory of the City's parks and the Board is now 
seeking your input as to what the priorities should be over the next five years.

If you have any questions or comments or are unable to attend but would still like to provide input, please 
email your comments to cfolk@ci.birmingham.mi.us or call 248.530.1642.

We hope to see you and your neighbors there! 

To change your eSubscriptions preferences, click the following link:
http://38.106.4.110/index.aspx?page=11&subscriberguid=f508d0e8-27c1-4c69-99fe-21a07825fd74

To unsubscribe from all Birmingham, MI eSubscriptions, please click the following link: 
http://38.106.4.110/index.aspx?page=11&subscriberguid=f508d0e8-27c1-4c69-99fe-
21a07825fd74&unsubscribe=1



Connie Folk - Fw: Idea for Parks and Recreation 

  

From:    Mary Sestok <sestokart@sbcglobal.net>
To:    <cfolk@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
Date:    2/10/2011 8:53 PM
Subject:   Fw: Idea for Parks and Recreation

see below 
 
--- On Sat, 1/29/11, Mary Sestok <sestokart@sbcglobal.net> wrote: 

 
From: Mary Sestok <sestokart@sbcglobal.net> 
Subject: Idea for Parks and Recreation 
To: cfolk@birmingham.mi.us 
Cc: "Mary E. Sestok" <sestokart@sbcglobal.net> 
Date: Saturday, January 29, 2011, 8:19 PM 
 
Hello Parks and Recreation Birmingham,
  
I have written several times over the years and also my ideas were published in the Birmingham 
Eccentric comments section. 
  
Idea:  Two Walking Bridges over the Rouge to connect parks for walking trails. 
  
First, on the south side of Willis Street.  Not the path to the Allen House (east end).  The path 
(west end) that dead ends at the river.  I was walking one day to meet my brother and his wife at 
the beginning path of Linden Park at Maple.  I took the "west path" thinking it would lead me to 
Baldwin and Maple.  I don't think the neighbors would be happy with people walking on their 
property which I did because I was meeting them.  There should be a walking bridge over the 
rouge on Maple near Baldwin so you could continue your walk to Linden Park path. 
  
Continuing the walk to the Linden Park trail and then walking into Linden Park, there should be 
a walking bridge so you could walk to Linn Smith park.  This would make a very nice long walk 
from Linn Smith Park to Booth Park. 
  
Mary Sestok 
sestokart@sbcglobal.net 
  
I am on disability due to chronic pain but will try to make it to the meeting, otherwise please 
consider this idea. 
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Connie Folk - Pembroke Park Request 

  
Connie: 
  
I see you are going to be busy with the Parks and Recreation 5 year Master Plan. Our Homeowners association 
would like to request a power source in the park that we could use for special events, like the inflatable for our 
annual bike parade, or occasional movies in the park. 
  
I was thinking that the city could keep it locked up, and when we pull our permit for certain dates and times, the 
power box could be made available. We have funds available in our treasury to help finance this proposal. 
  
Have you met the new City Manager yet? It’s hard to believe he is already starting. Let me know if I can put in a 
good word for you guys. 
  
Take care, 
  
Joe 
  
Joe Wrobel, Corporate Counsel 
Pension Consultants, Inc. 
28124 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 110 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
Phone:  (248) 855‐8310  Fax:  (248) 855‐0258 
  
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure:  Any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not 
intended or written to be used, and cannot be used by any taxpayer, for the purposes of avoiding penalties that 
may be imposed on the taxpayer. 
  

From:    "JOEW" <JoeW@pci401k.com>
To:    "Connie Folk" <Cfolk@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
Date:    2/14/2011 10:30 AM
Subject:   Pembroke Park Request
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From: Kimberly Stoll <kimberly.stoll@gmail.com>
To: "cfolk@ci.birmingham.mi.us" <cfolk@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
Date: 2/15/2011 5:34 PM
Subject: Beautification of Adams park

To whom it may concern:

We are unable to attend tonight's meeting, however, want to express our support of this initiative.  

John & Kimberly Stoll



Connie Folk - Park planning meeting 

  
unfortunately, I am unable to attend the planning meeting for our birmingham parks. 
In general, I am very pleased with our parks. 
I feel Kenning Park, our neighborhood park , would benefit from an electric hook up and a drinking 
fountain, since we have neighborhood/sub parties there. (We used to block off the streets and have a 
party, but having in the park is easier for everyone.) 
Erika Gray 
1778 E. Melton 

From:    erika klemmer <ejklemmer@gmail.com>
To:    <cfolk@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
Date:    2/15/2011 5:45 PM
Subject:   Park planning meeting
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From: <cityweb@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
To: <cityweb@ci.birmingham.mi.us>
Date: 2/27/2011 9:24 AM
Subject: Contact Us Feedback

Submission information
-----------------------------------------
Submitter DB ID : 1572
Submitter's language : Default language
IP address : 76.234.135.97
Time to take the survey : 1 min. , 12 sec.
Submission recorded on : 2/27/2011 6:23:45 AM

Survey answers
-----------------------------------------
I'd like to comment or inquire about:

 Parks & Recreation              [x]
 Comments/Concerns/Suggestions   Greetings!
I realize that the public workshop for input into Birmingham parks was on February 15, but I hope it's not 
TOO late to submit a suggestion!
 
I live on Shirley and often take walks along the chipped trail and into Linden Park.  There are times that I 
would like to continue my stroll by crossing the Rouge River into the Lynn Smith Park so that I could 
proceed into downtown from there, bypassing the less-than-pleasant walk along Maple.
 
The improvement I would like to see is the construction of a footbridge across the Rouge River to adjoin 
Linden and Lynn Smith Parks!!  Has anyone considered this idea??  I really believe connecting the two 
parks would make Birmingham an even MORE "walkable" community and maximize the utility of our park 
system!!
 
Hope my message isn't TOO late...
 
Elaine Hazel
188 Shirley

Contact Information
 Name (required)          Elaine C Hazel
 Email Address (required) echazel2@yahoo.com
 Address (optional)       188 Shirley Rd



Comment on Recreation Master Plan 
2 messages 

Connie Folk <cfolk@bhamgov.org>

Daniel Boorstein <djb@sviprop.com> Fri, Aug 19, 2011 at 11:30 AM 
To: Connie Folk <Cfolk@bhamgov.org>  
Cc: LEAH HUTKO <LHUTKO@wadetrim.com>, Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org>, Lauren Wood 
<Lwood@bhamgov.org>, Keith Vosburgh <KVGoBlue@umich.edu>, ART STEVENS <rastevens2@yahoo.com>, 
Dan Boorstein <djb@sviprop.com>  

I have looked at the Master Plan document and I am concerned that one of the forward going priorites stated 
by the P/R Board and an issue that many who participated in the Master Plan Public Workshop session stated 
as a concern, the overall condition of fields used for athletic play (baseball, softball, soccer) has a capital 
budget number over the next 5 years of $80K and that is listed as a funding source as coming from 
Donations/General Fund?  
  
However, I also see $150,000 for Barnum Park - Phase II identified as coming from Donations/General Fund.  
I thought Barnum was completed as regards the General Fund dollars and that the special interest 
committee created by Mr Markus prior to his departure was charged with a) determining how to use its 
already donated funds and b) continuing to seek donated funds, not additional City dollars? 
  
More importantly, turf and field maintenance/improvements over 5 years at $80,000?  Where did any of these 
estimates apear from when we have never even determined a level of condition that we are aiming for for 
fields/athletic fields?   
  
Dan Boorstein 
 
   

Art Stevens <rastevens2@yahoo.com> Fri, Aug 19, 2011 at 2:04 PM 
Reply-To: Art Stevens <rastevens2@yahoo.com>  
To: Daniel Boorstein <djb@sviprop.com>, Connie Folk <Cfolk@bhamgov.org>  
Cc: LEAH HUTKO <LHUTKO@wadetrim.com>, Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org>, Lauren Wood 
<Lwood@bhamgov.org>, Keith Vosburgh <KVGoBlue@umich.edu> 

Good Afternoon Dan, 
  
The $80,000 is only for general maintenance.  There is no other money for specific projects 
for the atletic fields.  So the monies for this will come for the General Fund as it has in the 
past or from donations.  Any specific improvements for the atletic field need to be included 
under a park improvement project and seeing as how there is very little or no more money 
in the Bond Fund it seems  that this is going to be hard to do a specific improvement project 
for a specific field. 
  
The $150,000, that you have made refernce to, isis the $150,000 in donations that the city, 
I believe, has received.  We discussed this amount in a past P&R Board meeting.  If there 
are any general maintenance issues that need to be addressed, these monies will come 
from the General Fund, as has happened historically with any and all parks. 
  
I hope that this has answered your concerns. 
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Art Stevens 
  
Raymond A. Stevens 
1243 Ruffner 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
Cell (248) 514-3740 
e-mail rastevens2@yahoo.com 

 

From: Daniel Boorstein <djb@sviprop.com> 
To: Connie Folk <Cfolk@bhamgov.org> 
Cc: LEAH HUTKO <LHUTKO@WadeTrim.com>; Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org>; Lauren Wood 
<Lwood@bhamgov.org>; Keith Vosburgh <KVGoBlue@UMich.edu>; ART STEVENS 
<rastevens2@yahoo.com>; Dan Boorstein <djb@sviprop.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2011 11:30 AM 
Subject: Comment on Recreation Master Plan 
[Quoted text hidden] 
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2011, Five year Parks Master Plan Comments 
3 messages 

Connie Folk <cfolk@bhamgov.org>

larry bertollini <lbertollini@att.net> Tue, Sep 6, 2011 at 1:44 PM 
To: cfolk@bhamgov.org, lwood@bhamgov.org 

Attention Lauren Wood,  
   
   
Sept 6, 2011  
   
Parks 5 year Master Plan comments:  
   
p. 18  Under Kenning Park there are three little league fields & one adult softball 
field not four little league fields.  
   
p.18  Matrix with soccer should not just state soccer area it needs to be broken 
down into soccer field sizes. There are children’s, junior & adult fields. Soccer is 
a growing sport and the fields should be properly inventoried with sizes & 
locations listed within the matrix chart.  
   
       Soccer Field Dimensions  
     6 v 6 (U9 and U10)   
     Goal lines between 35 yards and 45 yards.   
     Side lines 45/60 yards.   
 
     8 v 8 (U11 and U12).   
     Goal lines between 45/50 yards.   
     Side lines 75/80 yards.   
 
     11 v 11 (U13 through to Adult).   
     Goal lines between 50/100 yards. 
     Side lines 100/130 yards.   
 
     Add on a couple of yards all around these dimensions for bench  
    substitutions and goal posts, which sit on the goal lines requiring  
    space behind them.   
   
p.18   Under Kenning tennis courts, there are four public listed, however, these 
courts are shared with the Birmingham Racquet club to the extent that when the 
Racquet club uses them, they are not available to the public.  
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p.18   Matrix Chart should also include Lacrosse fields  
   
p.22   What is an example of what “as well as passive recreation opportunities 
not commonly found in mini or neighborhood parks?”  
   
   
   
p.22   Under, “community parks also include smaller parks  
that are more specialized in nature and are meant to serve the entire 
community”, there needs to be clarity as to how the community park must also 
serve the surrounding neighborhood. In the case of Kenning Park, it is the only 
public park in the Southeastern quadrant of the City, therefore part of the 
equation involves the residents’ park use who live nearby.  
   
 p.25   The course was recently renovated and the irrigation system upgraded. 
Should also state the Clubhouse facility was completely rebuilt.  
   
p.26     Shain Park should be noted that the park was expanded and the amount 
of area that was added to the original park.  
   
p.26     It should be noted that the Springdale pavilion rental is in high demand 
and is booked throughout the summer. It is also the only pavilion available to 
residents.  
   
p.28     Our Shepherd Lutheran School provides fields for Lacrosse & adult 
softball.  
   
p.30    Is Birmingham’s Historical Museum included?  
   
p31/32  Does this include all the surrounding dog parks?  
   
p.39  Where are the revenues & expenditures figured for the Racquet Club at 
Kenning? This Facility’s cost to the City should be noted.  
   
p.49  Is Lacrosse included?  
   
p.55   Mr. Jamison Brown from Wade Trim conducted the meeting along with 
Leah Groya & his name should be included for the record.  
   
p.57  Under first bullet point. Include positive drainage evaluations of baseball 
diamonds.   
   
p.57  fifth bullet point under objectives, “installation of trees”, at Kenning Park 
someone has randomly planted several trees west of the play scape area, which 
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are now obstructions to permitting open spaces for soccer etc. A Birmingham 
United Coach has questioned why this is was done. There needs to be a policy 
to stop adding trees in this fashion without following a master plan. Some smaller 
trees may need to be relocated.  
   
p.62   The Kenning Master Plan cost is to include topographical & Boundary 
survey.  It should be noted that any substantial developments, i.e., parking lot 
renovations/improvements, should be made after Kenning Park has a master 
plan. The $40,000 allocation for Kenning master plan compared to $35,000 for 
master plan of St James seems disproportionate with size (21.71 acres 
compared to St James, at 5.8 acres). Implementation of master plan at Kenning 
Park should have price range & subject to change.  
   
General comment:  
Does the City & BPS have joint Board personnel meetings & good channels for 
communication to evaluate & develop strategies for programs & resources 
available to the public?  Examples would be allowing open school gym once or 
twice a week during the winter months for youths to play basketball, etc.  
   
   
   
   
   
Respectfully Submitted,  
   
   
Larry Bertollini  
  

lwood@bhamgov.org <lwood@bhamgov.org> Tue, Sep 6, 2011 at 2:39 PM 
Reply-To: lwood@bhamgov.org  
To: "lbertollini@att.net" <lbertollini@att.net>, "Folk, Connie" <Cfolk@bhamgov.org> 

Thanks Larry! 

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 

From: larry bertollini <lbertollini@att.net>  
Date: Tue, 6 Sep 2011 10:44:59 -0700 (PDT) 
To: <cfolk@bhamgov.org>; <lwood@bhamgov.org> 
Subject: 2011, Five year Parks Master Plan Comments 
[Quoted text hidden] 

Connie Folk <cfolk@bhamgov.org> Tue, Sep 6, 2011 at 4:06 PM 
To: LEAH <LHUTKO@wadetrim.com>  
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Comments regarding plan 
[Quoted text hidden] 
--  
Connie J. Folk 
City of Birmingham 
Recreation Coordinator 
2300 East Lincoln 
Birmingham, MI  48009 
Cfolk@bhamgov.org 
248.530.1642 (T) 
248.645.6629 (F) 
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Appendix B 
Household Size By Block Group 

Median Age By Block Group 
Population Density By Block Group 

Quarter-Mile Park Service Areas 
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 Appendix C 
Oak Routes “Oakland County” 

Rouge River Trail Corridor Master Plan 
Rouge River Trails 
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Appendix D 
Notice of Public Workshop 

 Notice of Public Hearing 
Notices for Public Review 

Copy of Minutes of Adoption 
Newspaper Articles 

Public Hearing Notices-Newspaper  
Resolutions of Adoption 



City of Birmingham   
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2011-2016  

 
 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP 
 
The Birmingham Parks and Recreation Board is seeking your input.  The Department of Public Services has 
begun the process of updating the City’s 5-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The existing plan can be 
found on the City website http://www.ci.birmingham.mi.us/index.aspx?page=1405.  
 
In order to remain eligible to apply for parks and recreation grants through the State of Michigan, the City must 
update the plan every 5 years. The City also uses the Master Plan during annual budgeting and the 
development of the City’s Capital Improvements Schedule (CIP). Staff has updated the inventory of the City’s 
parks and the Board is now seeking your input as to what the priorities should be over the next 5 years. 
 
Please plan on attending a Public Workshop to brainstorm potential improvements, goals, and objectives for 
parks and recreation in the City.   The Public workshop has been scheduled for: 
 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011  
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Conference Room located at  
Department of Public Services, 851 S. Eton 

 
If you have any questions or comments or if you are unable to attend but would still like to provide input, please 
email your comments to cfolk@birmingham.mi.us or call 248.530.1642. 
 
We hope to see you and your neighbors at the 15th workshop.  
 
 

    
  

http://www.ci.birmingham.mi.us/index.aspx?page=1405
mailto:cfolk@birmingham.mi.us


Audrey Allen 
1275 S. Eton 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Resident 
839 Kennesaw 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Adam Turner 
1599 Cheltenham 

Birmingham, Mi  48009 
 

Erin Foley 
1599 Cheltenham 

Birmingham,  MI 48009 
 

 

Clint Baller 
388 Greenwood 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

David Young 
1011 Clark 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Suzi Regan 
2312 Pembroke 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Katie King 
1503 Melton 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Bill Dow 
1347 Yorkshire 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Brittney Moody 
475 S. Adams 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Dorian Gluckman 
1111 Dorchester 

Birmingham,  MI  48009 
 

Peggy Kerr 
170 S. East 14 Mile Rd. 

#A 
Birmingham, MI  48009 

 

Cindy Rose 
1011 Clark 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Mary Sestock 
656 Greenwood 

Birmingham, Mi  48009 
 

Dan Isaksen 
1386 Yorkshire 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Dan Beyer 
1380 Buckingham 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Tracey MacDonald 
1613 Buckingham 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Barbara Heller 
176 Linden 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Larry Bertollini 
1275 Webster 

Birmingham, MI 48009 
 

 

BBSC 
Marsha Kaline 

16291 W. 14 Mile Rd. 
Beverly Hills, MI  48025 

 

Ken Turczyn 
1327 E. Melton 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Dan Boorstein 
270 Chesterfield 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Dorothy Conrad 
2252 Yorkshire 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

George Stern 
1090 Westwood 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Joan Ritter 
990 Davis Ave. 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

 

Alice Thimm 
2338 Manchester 

Birmingham, Mi 48009 
 

Karen Imarisio 
2757 Dorchester 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Margaret Ryan 
191 N. Worth 

Birmingham, Mi  48009 
 

 

Mel Zoschnick 
776 Ridgedale 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Mike Graff 
2100 E. Lincoln 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 



Ross Kaplan 
635 Oak 

Birmingham, MI  48009 
 

Jeff Stassen 
2700 E. Lincoln 

Birmingham, MI  48009 

Erika Gray 
1778 E. Melton 

Birmingham, MI  48009 

Barbara Malewicz 
1581 Cheltenham 

Birmingham, MI  4809 
 

Heather Carmona 
887 Lakeview 

Birmingham, MI  4800 
 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    











 

 

SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2011 
 

Therese Longe, Chairperson, called the special public hearing to order for the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan at 6:30 p.m. at 851 S. Eton.   
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Dan Boorstein, Therese Longe, Art Stevens, Keith Vosburgh and Bill 
Wiebrecht 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ross Kaplan and John Meehan and Corrin Hepburn, Christina Wells 
and Thomas Fink, Students Representatives 
 
ADMINISTRATION:  Lauren Wood, Director, DPS, Connie Folk, Recreation Coordinator and 
Carrie Laird, Parks Manager 
 
GUESTS: Leah Groya, Wade Trim; Marcia Kaline, Brian Wilmers, David Young, Dorothy 
Conrad, Tracey MacDonald, Alice Thimm, George Stern, Erika Gray, Mike Graff, John 
Carney, Peggy Ryan, Geri Rinschler, Cindy Rose, Sharon McMaster and Bill Dow 
 
Therese thanked the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Subcommittee, which includes Dan 
Boorstein, Art Stevens and Keith Vosburgh and the DPS staff, including Lauren Wood, Jeff 
Bremer, Carrie Laird and Connie Folk for their services on developing the Master Plan.  A 
different process was taken this time than five years ago as a nod to the new economic 
reality.  The fact that there are not lots of unspent bond funds, and at the direction of the 
City Commission, this was a staff and Board‐driven‐project this time rather than a more 
involved and elaborate process using the consultants that we used five years ago.   
 
The purpose of the Master Plan is to make sure we are eligible to apply at the state level for 
grants, funding from the Department of State and the DNR.  It is an opportunity for the 
citizens to make their feelings and wishes known about the direction that they want parks 
and recreation services in the City.  It is a ‘wish list’ kind of a guide.  It is not an imple‐
mentation plan.  It is not a creating plan.  It is a flexible living document that we all can 
comment on that can be modified before it is officially reviewed again in five years.  It gives 
us an idea of what we have and where we would like to go.  It is open for review, change 
and addition.  It is not an absolute document that says this will be done in this place or this 
cost.  Those decisions still come before this Board and the City Commission and are handled 
under the normal budget review process. 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 – Open Public Hearing for Discussion of Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan 2012‐2016 – Copies of emails from residents containing their comments and questions 
regarding the Master Plan were furnished. 
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George Stern stated that he is a member of the Historic Board, but is not representing the 
Board. He believes that the park behind the museum is a joint responsibility of the Historic 
Board and the Parks and Recreation Board; they should be looking at that particular park 
together in the next five years.  He appreciates inclusion in the Strategic Plan in the Master 
Plan, and he appreciates the mention of the Historic Museum in Park Board Goal #2 of the 
Action Plan.  The museum fits well into Goal #1 as well, as Goal #1 says it is created with a 
sense of community and belonging. The Museum Board looks forward to working with the 
Parks and Recreation Board to fulfill both goals. 
 
The museum can be the trailhead for citizens and visitors wishing to walk the River Rouge 
Trail or for people who wish to walk through the City by providing maps and dialogue about 
the trail system, historic buildings, historic walks and other sites of interest in the City.  The 
Museum Board is interested in enhancing use of the museum park to the north of the Allen 
House and Hunter House through enhancing the entrance, which is on the north end of the 
property and in fact is looking to develop the whole pond area at the north end to make it 
more of a park that is used by the citizens of Birmingham.  It is seldom used by anyone at 
the present time. 
 
Mr. Stern added that it would be helpful to think in the long term about a children’s play 
area behind the Hunter House as the Hunter House has about 3000 children a year visiting.  
It would be nice to have a play area behind it so that the two are integrated and those who 
come in school groups can have a reason to return to the Hunter House and Allen House 
area.  The Museum Historic and Parks and Recreation Boards offer opportunities to imple‐
ment the objectives of the Parks Board, and he looks forward to working with the Parks 
Board in its implementation. 
 
Dorothy Conrad of the Pembroke Manor Association asked what the amount of dollars that 
was listed in the report that was needed for the completion of Booth Park.  It was a sizeable 
amount of money, which had to do with the entrance to Booth Park.  How is it now worded 
in the report? 
 
Lauren Wood stated that it was modified for description, and on page three the entrance 
plaza for dollars is ‘to be determined’.  The dollar figure was taken out. 
 
Bill Dow stated that he is present tonight as past President of the Birmingham Estates 
Neighborhood Association.  Along with the neighbors from their neighborhood and from 
South Poppleton neighborhood, they would like to show support for Adams Park next to 
Roeper School.  They are pleased that the park is included in the Master Plan.  He has had 
many conversations with Lauren Wood.  They are happy the City acquired it but have not 
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seen much done to the park.  It needs to be beautified.  The ground is rough and needs to 
be improved as kids are using it for soccer.  We believe that site on this side of town needs 
attention.  They would like to see the basketball court retained with new hoops  and 
resurfacing; additional playground equipment integrated with the existing equipment; 
added shrubbery, especially Evergreen for screening; intentional greening including park 
benches; a visual barrier to the parking lot, like a low hedge or brick work; planting replace‐
ment shade trees; the removal of the cement pad that serves no purpose; consideration of 
a different type of fencing and also a more formal entrance to the park. 
 
He has had discussions with Birmingham Estates and would like to make this as a partner‐
ship with the City and hopes that donations will come in to help pay for some aspects of the 
park.  There needs to be a plan put together and hopefully soon.  The Poppleton neighbor‐
hood, along with Birmingham Estates hopes that the Parks and Recreation Board, along 
with the City of Birmingham, will look at Adams Park and realize it does need to be 
beautified. Roeper School will probably like to add their input.  They want to be good 
neighbors as does the neighborhood. 
 
Therese Longe stated that Adams Park was purchased for a considerable fund, although it 
hasn’t had considerable investment since.  It is eligible for regular maintenance and minor 
improvements on an annual basis out of the operating fund.  The park is slotted for review 
in 2014 in the Master Plan.  There are no significant funds at this point to do major 
improvements unless the Commission decides to sell more bonds under the allocation that 
is left for the park bonds and that is not a matter that they have indicated they are going to 
be discussing during this economic climate.  The Board and DPS would be glad to accept 
donations.  The park is a good asset and addition to the City and the Board and DPS are 
aware that there are needs. 
 
Erika Gray stated that she is in attendance representing Larry Bertollini, President of the 
Torry Community Association. She noticed Mr. Bertollini’s comments were in the agenda 
but she would like to know how they were going to be addressed. 
 
Therese Longe stated that the comments have been reviewed by all members of the Board 
as part of their packets.  Many of the suggestions that Mr. Bertollini made are good to 
know but are not necessarily appropriate for including in the Master Plan because of the 
purpose of the Master Plan.  The suggestions that are relevant, such as lacrosse, will be 
added but other ones, such as the Springdale rental, are in high demand but not really an 
appropriate addition to a Master Plan.  Therefore, some of the revisions will be 
incorporated and others are being accepted for future reference. 
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Brian Wilmers, Facility Planner for Roeper School, stated that Roeper School agrees totally 
with Mr. Dow’s comments about Adams Park and they look forward to participating in the 
planning and fixing up of that park in 2014, but the sooner the better. 
 
Marcia Kaline, of the Birmingham‐Bloomfield Soccer Club, stated that the condition of the 
open grassy fields for youth sports in the City needs to continue to be in the forefront of 
everyone’s mind as they are unsafe to say the least.  The Birmingham‐Bloomfield Soccer 
Club is committed as always to partnering with the City to improving fields. 
 
Lauren Wood stated after the Board has discussion on any changes that should be made, 
staff will make those changes and have it finalized before it is distributed.  The plan is to 
take it to the City Commission for final adoption at one of the October meetings.  Once it is 
approved, it will be sent to the State. 
 
Therese Longe read out loud the Resolution Recommending Adoption of the City of 
Birmingham Five‐Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012‐2016.  
 
 It was moved by Therese Longe, seconded by Art Stevens, to pass the Resolution of the City 
of Birmingham Five‐Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012‐2016. 
 
Yeas – 5(Dan Boorstein, Therese Longe, Art Stevens, Keith Vosburgh and Bill Wiebrecht) 
Nays – 0  
 
The next regular meeting is Tuesday, October 4, 2011.  The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
Rita Hupka, Secretary 
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BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 28, 2011  

MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 
7:00 PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mark Nickita, Mayor, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
ROLL CALL: Present, Mayor Nickita  

Mayor Pro Tem Dilgard  
Commissioner Hoff  
Commissioner Moore  
Commissioner Sherman 

Absent, Commissioner McDaniel  
Commissioner Rinschler  

 
Administration:  Assistant City Manager Valentine, Attorney Currier, Clerk Broski, Police Chief 
Studt, Deputy Police Chief Clemence, DPS Director Wood, Finance Director Ostin 
 
11-298-11  CLOSED SESSION REQUEST 
   ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE COMMUNICATION 
MOTION: Motion by Sherman, seconded by Hoff: 
To meet in closed session pursuant to Section 8(h) of the Open Meetings Act to discuss an 
attorney/client privilege communication. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Mayor Pro Tem Dilgard  

Commissioner Hoff 
Commissioner Moore 
Commissioner Sherman 
Mayor Nickita 

   Nays,  None 
Absent, 2 (McDaniel, Rinschler) 
Abstentions, None 

 
The Commission recessed to closed session at 7:03 PM. 
The Commission reconvened at 7:40 PM. 
 

III. PROCLAMATIONS, CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS, AWARDS, APPOINTMENTS, 
RESIGNATIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS, ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS, 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

11-299-11  INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
County Commissioner David Potts updated the Commission on the status of the County 
Commission re-districting. 
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Detroit Council President Pro Tem Gary Brown promoted regional outreach to consider shared 
services between communities.  He discussed regional transportation opportunities. 
 
Birmingham Public Schools representative Tamra Nast and Greenfield Elementary School 
Principal Don Tobe discussed the “Community of Character” initiative which is similar to the 
Character Education Traits.  These traits promote positive attitude, honesty and integrity, 
respect and kindness, and responsibility and accountability.  She noted that it is a growing 
initiative and the schools are asking community stakeholders to partner with the schools on this 
initiative.   
 
11-300-11  APPOINTMENT TO THE PRINCIPAL SHOPPING DISTRICT BOARD 
The Mayor announced that the interviews for appointment to the Principal Shopping District 
Board have been postponed until the regular meeting of Monday, December 5, 2011.  
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one 
motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of the items unless a 
commissioner or citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the general order 
of business and considered under the last item of new business. 

11-301-11  APROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
MOTION: Motion by Hoff, seconded by Sherman: 
To approve the consent agenda as follows: 
A. Approval of city commission meeting minutes of November 14, 2011. 
B. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of November 

16, 2011 in the amount of $531,332.27 
C. Approval of warrant list, including Automated Clearing House payments, of November 

23, 2011 in the amount of $970,165.61. 
D. Ordinance amending Section 18-8 of the City Code “Keeping of Domestic Animals and 

Fowl.” 
E. Resolution authorizing the mayor and city manager to sign the amendment to the 

Intergovernmental Agreement of the 2009 Recovery Act JAG Grant. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Yeas,  Commissioner Moore 

Commissioner Sherman 
Mayor Pro Tem Dilgard  
Commissioner Hoff  
Mayor Nickita 

   Nays,  None 
Absent, 2 (McDaniel, Rinschler) 
Abstentions, None 

 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

11-302-11  48TH DISTRICT COURT 
   2012 PROPOSED BUDGET 
Jim Harkin, Court Administrator, presented the 2011 District Court budget.  He updated the 
Commission on the status of the proposed consolidation of courts and noted the 



3 November 28, 2011 

recommendation for the 48th District Court is being reconsidered due to an increase in the 
number of cases. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Hoff, seconded by Moore: 
To receive the 2012 proposed budget from the 48th Judicial District Court; and  further, 
approving the budget as submitted. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 5 
  Nays, None 
  Absent, 2 (McDaniel, Rinschler) 
 
11-303-11  PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
Ms. Wood presented the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  She explained that the plan serves 
as a guide for budgeting purposes and is based on the needs of the neighborhoods and 
community. 
 
Commissioner Hoff suggested the Birmingham Area Senior Coordinating Council be included in 
the reference to barrier free public transportation options. 
 
Doug Weaver, 474 Townsend, expressed concern that the budget to improve the parks will be 
impacted based on the funds needed to operate the golf courses. 
 
The Commission discussed the River Rouge Trail Master Plan and indicated support on a small 
project basis.  
 
MOTION:   Motion by Sherman, seconded by Moore: 
To approve the adoption of the City of Birmingham five (5) Year Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan 2012-2016: 
 
Whereas, the Parks and Recreation Board serves as an advisory body to the Commission on parks and 
recreation policies, projects and programs; and 
 
Whereas, the Parks and Recreation Board was asked to oversee and guide the planning process and to 
develop a Parks and Recreation Master Plan for adoption; and 
 
Whereas, said Parks and Recreation Board has made investigations and surveys of the existing recreation 
resources and probable future need for recreation facilities and services; and 
 
Whereas, in order to gather input from the public, the Parks and Recreation Board held a Public 
Workshop meeting on  February 15, 2011; and 
 
Whereas, a Parks and Recreation Master Plan was completed and made available for public review on 
August 15, 2011,  and a public hearing was held before the Parks and Recreation Board on September 
13, 2011 to enable additional comments from the public;  
 
Whereas, on September 13, 2011, the Parks and Recreation Board recommended adoption of the City of 
Birmingham 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012-2016 by resolution; and 
 
Now, therefore be it resolved, that the City of Birmingham Commission does hereby adopt the City of 
Birmingham Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012-2016. 
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Be It Further Resolved that the Parks and Recreation Master Plan shall serve as a guide to future parks 
and recreation improvements in the City of Birmingham. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 5 
  Nays, None 
  Absent, 2 (McDaniel, Rinschler) 
 
11-304-11  ANNUAL DOG PARK PASS 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hoff, Ms. Wood explained that individuals have 
expressed concern with the fee for non-residents.  She noted that new trash receptacles and a 
water spigot have been added in the park.  She stated that the department is looking at other 
opportunities for improvement to the park. 
 
MOTION:   Motion by Sherman, seconded by Hoff: 
To approve the recommended modification to the Annual Dog Park Pass  Application to expire 
one (1) year from the date of issuance.  Further, to return to the  City Commission on or 
around the conclusion of the one (1) year trial period with dog  park updates and any 
proposed fee adjustments. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 5 
  Nays, None 
  Absent, 2 (McDaniel, Rinschler) 
 
11-305-11  LIQUOR LICENSE  
   270 NORTH OLD WOODWARD 
Chief Studt explained the request by Palladium Restaurant 1, LLC to add a co-licensee, 270 Old 
Woodward, LLC, to their liquor license which would operate at 270 North Old Woodward.  He 
noted the request includes the police department investigation report which has been 
completed and further includes a new dance permit, a new entertainment permit, and one 
outdoor service area. 
 
Kelly Allen, Adkison, Need, & Allen representing Play Birmingham, explained that the pool tables 
and coin operated machines have been removed from the original plans for Play Birmingham.  
She explained that the hours of operation are Sunday to Thursday from 11:00 AM to midnight 
and Friday to Saturday from 11:00 AM to 2:00 AM.  She noted that the bowling has to be closed 
at midnight; however the restaurant would stay open.  She pointed out that minors will not be 
allowed into the establishment after 9:00 PM unaccompanied by parent or guardians. 
 
In response to a question from Mayor Pro Tem Dilgard, Ms. Allen confirmed that the applicant 
has not yet resubmitted an application to the Planning Board excluding the pool tables and 
coin-operated machines.   
 
Ron Jona, one of proposed owners and the architect on the project, explained for Commissioner 
Hoff that the patrons will enter through the Sweet Shop and through the restaurant. 
 
Ms. Allen confirmed for Dorothy Conrad that the SDM license is not needed.  She further 
explained that a banquet facility permit is not needed as the banquet room falls under the Class 
C license.  Mr. Jona confirmed that the banquet room will primarily be used for meetings and 
private parties. 
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The following individuals expressed concern with the proposal: 
Dorothy Conrad 
Doug Weaver 
David Bloom 
 
MOTION:  Motion by Sherman, seconded by Moore: 
Resolution authorizing the chief of police to sign the MLCC Police Investigation Report (LC-
1800) to add Co-Licensee 270 Old Woodward, L.L.C. to Escrowed 2011 Class C License, with 
Sunday Sales permit and Direct Connection with Existing Licensee Palladium Restaurant I, 
L.L.C., located at 270 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham and Request to Add Space to the Licensed 
Premises, New Sunday Sales AM Permit, New Official Permit (Food), One New Direct Connection 
for a Total of 2 Direct Connections, 3 Additional Bars for a total of 4 Bars.  
Further, authorizing the city clerk to complete the Local Approval Notice at the request  of 
Palladium I, L.L.C. (a Delaware Limited Liability Company) to add 270 Old Woodward,  L.L.C. 
as Co-Licensee in Escrowed 2011 Class C Licensed Business, located at 270 N. Old Woodward, 
Birmingham, MI 48009, Oakland County. 
 
Commissioner Hoff pointed out that this is not a transfer, it is the addition of a co-licensee to 
the license.  
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 5 
  Nays, None 
  Absent, 2 (McDaniel, Rinschler) 
 

VII. REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

IX. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

X. REPORTS 
11-306-11  BARNUM OUTDOOR ICE RINK UPDATE 
The Commission received the update on the Barnum Outdoor Ice Rink submitted by DPS 
Director Wood. 
 
Mayor Nickita confirmed that the maintenance cost per year is $3,000 - $5,000.  
 
11-307-11  PRINCIPAL SHOPPING DISTRICT 
   SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 838 
The Commission received the Principal Shopping District Special Assessment District No. 838 
report submitted by Billing Manager Laing. 
  

XI. ADJOURN 
The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:16 PM. 
 
 
Laura M. Broski 
City Clerk 
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January 31, 2012 

 

Ms. Lauren Wood, Director of Public Services 

City of Birmingham 

851 S. Eton 

Birmingham, MI 48009 

 

Re: City of Birmingham 2012-2016 Parks and Recreation Master Plan   

 

Dear Ms. Wood: 

 

This is to confirm that SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments has 

received the City of Birmingham’s 2012-2016 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  This 

information will assist our staff when preparing regional plans for reviewing local 

projects. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. The master plan will be kept here on file. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

William Parkus 

Regional Review Office 

 

Cc:  

Connie J. Folk, Recreation Coordinator, City of Birmingham  

John Cherry, Grant Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources 
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